
 

 

 NOVEMBER ALTAR GUILD 
 
June Williams  715-208--0984 
JoAnn Honkala 715-682-0174 

OFFICIAL ACTS 
Death: 

Fran Kuester 10-01-2023 
Mary Koosmann 10-5-2023 

  SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI  SAT 

 
  

1 
 
6:30pm 
 Service  

 

2 3 4 

5  8:45am  

Sunday School 
9:00am Service  
9:45am  
Confirmation 
10:15am  
Bible Study 
2:00pm   LGP 

6 
 
10:00am  
Bible Study 
 
7:00pm  
Dartball  vs.  
Messiah 

7 8 
 
 
6:30pm  
Service  

 

9 10 
 
 

11 

12  8:45am  

Sunday School 
9:00am Service  
9:45am  
Confirmation 
10:15am  
Bible Study 
2:00pm   LGP 

13 
 
10:00am  
Bible Study\7::0n 
Dartball at  
Presbyterain 

14 
 
 
1:00pm  

Sewing Circle 

15 
 
 
6:30pm  
Service  

16 
 
9:00am 
Winkel 
Bessemer 

17 18 

19  8:45am  

Sunday School 
9:00am Service  
10:15am  
Bible Study 
2:00pm   LGP 

20 
10:00am   
Bible Study 
5:30pm  
Council Mtg 
7pm Dartball vs. 
Salem 1 

21 22 
 
 
6:30pm  
Service  

23 
 
 

24 25 

26  ADVENT 
9:00am Service  
10:15am  
Bible Study 

27 
10:00am  
Bible Study 
7pm Dartball vs 
Sanborn Meth, 

28 
1:00pm  
Sewing Circle 

29 
 
6:30pm  
Advent 1  
Service  

30 
 
1:30pm   
Northern 
Lights Chapel 

  

          ZION LUTHERAN EVANGELICAL CHURCH, LCMS     ASHLAND, WI     

The Mountain Top  
Messenger 

NOVEMBER  2023 

Here we are, November 1
st
, All Saints Day. It has been quite a year since the last All Saints day, 12 

members of our Zion church family have been called home to be with our Lord.  That’s a lot of friends 

and family, a lot of heart ache and sorrow. However, it should also be a lot of rejoicing, as those who 

have been called home are now at peace with the Lord.  

 

Scripture tells us, they will experience no more pain, nor sorrow, nor crying, nor tears, they are com-

forted with the Lord. The sad realization is that we unfortunately, for the time being, face all of those 

things they are freed from. But we do it with the assurance that someday we too will be freed from the 

fallen world and all the evil that is associated with it. It is all just a matter of time, not our time, but the 

Lord’s time. We remember that when the time was right, the Lord left His heavenly home and came 

down to this earth to save us from our sins. And likewise, when the time is right, and at that time only 

known to God Himself, our Savior will return. And then it will be complete, all of the pain, suffering, and 

struggle of this world will be replaced by the eternal joy of living in the New Heaven and New Earth.  

 

Not just we ourselves but all of those who have gone before us in the faith.  I do not believe that our 

human minds at this point in our salvation can truly comprehend exactly what that means. I don’t think 

we fully understand what it will mean to live eternally in the presence of the Triune God. As the song 

goes “we can only imagine” and I don’t believe our imaginations can do it justice.   

 

The one thing I do know is when that time does come, scripture tells us it will all be made clear to us. 

All those questions, answered.  Kind of like the disciples on the road to Emmaus, Jesus opened their 

eyes. The apostle Paul puts it this way,  

“For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then 

I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known.” (1 Cor. 13:12)  

 

We don’t see the whole picture right now, we would like to, but now is not yet the time. But the time is 

coming, when? Soon. And we shall be joined together with all of those who have gone before us, and 

we will see the Lord face to face and we will have eternity to enjoy the blessings of God.  

I pray you all have an enjoyable November, good luck to those of you that hunt the willey white tail, a 

safe and happy thanksgiving to all of you and God’s peace to you as we look forward to our Lord’s 

coming Advents, both the celebration of the His first Advent and preparation for the second Advent. 

The Lord Bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you, 

and the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

God Bless! 

Pastor Rick 



 

 

Pastor Rick Williams -    

715-209-0479     

 

Office Hours:   

M/T/TH 9:00-5:00 

W 12:00-8:00  F Off  

Please call ahead if you need to 

speak with Pastor.  

 

Office Secretary Lynn Ladd  

715-682-6075   
Office Hours  M-W 8:30-2:30 

Days and times may change 

upon need of work. 

 

Church President:   

John Pruss  715-292-4825   

 

Head Elder:   

 Darryl Warren 715-492-0488 

 

 

Website  

www.zionashland.org    

 

E-mail  

 secre-

tary@zionlutheranashland.co

m    

 

Little Friends of Jesus Child  

Care Center:  715-682-5185 

 

LFOJ Administrator:    

JoAnn Martikonis 

715-682-6075 

Sunday Worship Service 9:00am  live streamed 
Wednesday Evening Service 6:30pm 

Sunday School  - 1st .– 7th grade  Sunday 8:45am  
Bible Studies  

Sunday 10:15am   Monday 10:00am   

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1111—11TH AVE WEST 
ASHLAND, WI  54806 

Sunday                     Wednesday  
Nov. 1st Doug 

Nov. 5th  Scott                    Nov. 8
th
 Darryl 

Nov. 12th John P                Nov. 15
th
 Andy 

Nov. 19th   Andy  Nov. 22
nd

 John S 
Nov. 26th  Randy                Nov. 29th Scott 
Dec. 3rd  Randy                  Dec. 6th John P   
Dc. 10th Doug                     Dec. 13th Darryl      
Dec 17th  John P                 Dec. 20

th
  John S      

Dec. 24th  (2 services to be determined)  
Dec. 25th 9:00am  Doug     Dec.  27th   none 
Dec. 31st Darryl                  Jan. 3

rd
  John P 

ELDERS 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

DECORATING FOR ADVENT 

Saturday, November 25, 2022, 10:00-11:30 AM, we will 

decorate the church for Advent/Christmas.  Whether it's put-

ting the decorations up or supervising to make sure the 

swags look level, or the tree has the right number of orna-

ments will be much appreciated.  Refreshments will be pro-

vided.  For more information, contact Shannon Esala (call or 

text) 715-292-0711 (email) metalynn@hotmail.com or just 

show up. 

November 5th — Daylight Savings Ends, U.S.A. It never hurts to have a reminder. 
November 11th — Veteran’s Day. Be thankful for those that served. 
November 15th —America Recycles Day. No matter how you say it, it’s all about taking care of our 
planet by reducing waste 
November 18th — Apple Cider Day  You’re the apple of my c-eye-der”  
November 27th — Cyber Monday. You are online, right? 
November 28th — Giving Tuesday. You don’t have to be a nonprofit to take part. Partner with a local 
charity to help them get more today, so they can do more for your community tomorrow. 

 

 

mailto:metalynn@hotmail.com
https://www.seattletimes.com/nation-world/daylight-saving-ends-soon-wait-didnt-lawmakers-vote-to-end-this/
https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/history-of-veterans-day
https://www.epa.gov/recyclingstrategy/america-recycles-day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyber_Monday#:~:text=It%20was%20created%20by%20retailers,Shopping%20Days%20of%20the%20Year%22.
https://www.givingtuesday.org/


 

 

     LFOJ 
 

 

A climber fell off a cliff, and, as he tumbled down, he caught hold of a small branch. "Help! Is there anybody 
up there?" he shouted. 
A majestic voice boomed through the gorge: 
"I will help you, my son, but first you must have faith in me." 
"Yes, yes, I trust you!", cried the man. 
"Let go of the branch", boomed the voice. 
There was a long pause, and the man shouted up again, "Is there anybody else up there?" 



 

 

As this teacher learned, some of the most moving                                                 

lessons are taught by students. 

When Mrs. Klein told her first graders to draw a picture of something for which they 
were thankful, she thought how little these children, who lived in a deteriorating 
neighborhood, actually had to be thankful for. She knew that most of the class would 
draw pictures of turkeys or of bountifully laden Thanksgiving tables. That was what 
they believed was expected of them. 
 
What took Mrs. Klein aback was Douglas’s picture. Douglas was so forlorn and likely 
to be found close in her shadow as they went outside for recess. Douglas’s drawing 
was simply this: 
 
A hand, obviously, but whose hand? The class was captivated by his image. “I think 
it must be the hand of God that brings us food,” said one student. 
“A farmer,” said another, “because they grow the turkeys.” 
 
“It looks more like a policeman, and they protect us.” “I think,” said Lavinia, who was 
always so serious, “that it is supposed to be all the hands that help us, but Douglas 
could only draw one of them.” 
 
Mrs. Klein had almost forgotten 
Douglas in her pleasure at find-
ing the class so responsive. 
When she had the others at 
work on another project, she 
bent over his desk and asked 
whose hand it was. 
 
Douglas mumbled, “It’s yours, 
Teacher.” 
 
Then Mrs. Klein recalled that 
she had taken Douglas by the 
hand from time to time; she of-
ten did that with the children. 
But that it should have meant so much to Douglas … 
 
Perhaps, she reflected, this was her Thanksgiving, and everybody’s Thanksgiving—
not the material things given unto us, but the small ways that we give something to 

Kid going to his first day of school, he looks worried, his dad asks him, "What's wrong?" 
Nervous, the kid asks, "How long do I have to go to school for?" 
"Until you're 18", says the father. 
The kid nods, and thinks about this quietly. When they get to the front gates of the school, 
the kid says, "Dad, you will remember to come and get me when I'm 18, won't you?" 

 

 

The Message That Saved His Life  MAC ST. JOHNS 
A World War II veteran remembers a life-saving decision he made on Thanksgiving Day in 1944. 
In the winter of 1944 during World War II, I was in France, a platoon sergeant in the Yankee Division under 
General Patton. About mid-December I received a letter from my mother back in the States. 
“Can you remember,” she asked, “where you were on Thanksgiving Day?” 
Could I remember? How could I forget the odd thing that happened that day. At dawn I was sent to check 
out a crossroads where an enemy strongpoint was suspected. Normally I would have had my men fan out 
so that they could move with the cover of the trees. But just before we started out that Thanksgiving morn-
ing, I stopped. I stood stark still, arguing with myself about what I should do. 
Then, going strictly against the book, I walked my men right down the middle of a road in an exposed col-
umn. No one fired at us; there was no evidence of the enemy. We found the crossroads unoccupied and 
turned to walk back.  
There, on the backside of the trees where only the German soldiers would have seen, were signs caution-
ing minen. The woods were mined. We could have been blown to bits! 
Mother’s letter continued. She told me how she awakened after midnight on Thanksgiving Eve when it 
would have been daylight in France: 
“I had a strong feeling that you were in great danger,” she wrote. “When I opened my Bible, a phrase in 
Second Chronicles [20:17] gleamed on the page: ‘Stand ye still and see the salvation of the Lord with 
you…'” 

https://guideposts.org/author/mac-st-johns/


 

 

Pastors were asked to share some of the craziest search committee questions they’ve received. Here are 10 
of them along with their replies. 
“What are your thoughts on Santa Claus?” I wanted to reply with, “What are your thoughts on the differ-
ences between homoousious and homoiusious?” 
“Please name five superheroes to help you save the world. Who would they be and why?” Jesus is the 
true and better superhero, followed closely by Bibleman. 
“We need you to understand this is a bi-vocational pastorate with $20,000 annual salary and no bene-
fits. While we’re okay with you having a full-time job, you must be available to us 24/7 with no days 
off, live in our parsonage, and your wife must stay home. You must also do visitations and door-to-
door evangelism five days a week.” So you want me to die? Got it. 
“How do you make a peanut butter and jelly sandwich?” As a self-proclaimed PB&J connoisseur, I’m dis-
appointed this wasn’t asked at my church. This is important. 
“Will you teach them why they shouldn’t listen to rock music?” No. Next?   
“Are you a Republican or a Democrat?” Tread carefully here, my friends. 
“Why would you choose to homeschool your kids?” I would recommend against replying, “Why would 
you let Caesar teach your kids?” 
“Are you willing to turn off the lights in the parsonage?” Like, all the time, or just when we leave? 
“Do you mind cutting your own grass?” That’s why we have kids. 
“Oh, your wife is staying at home with the kids? That’s too bad, most women around here work.” I got 
nothing. 

 

 



 

 

 

 


