
 

 

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI  SAT 

1  
9:00am Worship 
Service 
10:15am Bible 
Study 
 

2 
 
 

3 4 
 
 
6:00pm  
Worship  
Service 
 

5 6 7 

8  Pentecost 
9:00am Worship 
Service 
10:15am Bible 
Study 
2:00pm LGP 

9 
National 
Strawberry 
Rhubarb Pie 
Day 
 

10 
 

11 
 
 
 
6:00pm  
Worship  
Service 

12 
 
9:30 LFOJ  
Chapel 
 

13 14 
Flag Day 

15   Trinity 
8:45am Sunday 
School 
9:00am Worship 
Service 
2:00pm LGP 
 
 

16 
 

17 
Eat Your 
Vegetables 
Day 
 

18 
 
1:00pm  
Hospice Group-
Gathering 
 
6:00pm  
Worship  
Service 

19 
 
9:00am  
Winkel  

20 21 

22 
8:45am Sunday 
School 
9:00am Worship 
Service 
2:00pm  Mellen 

23 
 
 
 

24 
 
 

25 
 
 
6:00pm  
Worship  
Service 

26 
 
1:30pm   
Northern 
Lights 

27 28 

29 
9:00am Worship 
Service 
10:15am Bible 
Study 

30  June Altar Guild 
 

Jule Jarvela 715-682-0385 
 

Judy Nevela  715-682-2927 
 

Pastor at Conference Sheboygan 

The Mountain Top  

Messenger  June 2025 

My goodness, June already. It doesn’t feel like it this past week, but we are close. I am sure the 

weather will improve and I’m guessing, before long we will probably be complaining about the heat. 

We are getting closer to sending our youth off to the National Youth Gathering in New Orleans and 

fund-raising efforts are continuing, a big thank you to those who have helped and those who will be 

helping in the future. I can’t think of much more at the moment, so I am going to dive right into our 

commandment of the month. This month it is the first of the neighbor commandments, start of the 

second tablet of the law.  

Honor your father and your mother. Sounds pretty simple doesn’t it? Short and sweet. Before we get 

too far into it, I would like to share with you what Luther says in his introduction to the fourth com-

mandment in the large catechism.  

“Thus far we have learned the first three commandments, which relate to God. First, that with our 

whole heart we trust in Him, and fear and love Him throughout all our life. Secondly, that we do not 

misuse His holy name in the support of falsehood or any bad work, but employ it to the praise of 

God and the profit and salvation of our neighbor and ourselves. Thirdly, that on holidays and when 

at rest we diligently treat and urge God’s Word, so that all our actions and our entire life be ordered 

according to it. Now follow the other seven, which relate to our neighbor, among which the first and 

greatest is: 

“Thou shalt honor thy father and thy mother.” 

He continues with this: “For it is a much higher thing to honor than to 

love. Honor includes not only love, but also deference, humility, and 

modesty directed (so to speak) toward a majesty concealed withing 

them.”  He also states that next to God, we give them the highest 

place. The first thing that comes to mind when I read this is, Wow! That 

is quite a command. As I look back on my childhood and into my early 

adulthood, I probably was not a shining example as a keeper of this commandment.  No wonder Dr. 

Luther stress that this should be taught from a young age so that young people revere their parents 

as God’s representatives. He then adds that however “lowly, poor, feeble, and eccentric they may 

be, they are still their mother and father, given by God.”   

Now I think that we would all agree that this is indeed a challenging commandment. One of the in-

teresting things about this commandment is that it is the only commandment that carries a promise: 

“that it may go well with you and you may live long in the land.” Luther looks at this as both a tem-

poral  (here and now) and spiritual blessings, with emphasis on both family and civil stability that are 

vital to both individuals and societies.  

As Lutherans we expand upon the scope of the commandment significantly, placing within it a theo-

logical and social vision for the proper ordering of our human relationships and authority. As we 

teach that the definition of father and mother is expanded to any of those having authority over us or 

those place over us by our parents. For example teachers, granted that position to educate and help 

you grow. We then take it even further to include the civil authorities who create laws and regula-

tions, and then govern and enforce those laws for a peaceful and ordered society.  



 

 

Youth Group Fundraising Update – Thank You! 
 

We want to extend a heartfelt thank you to the entire 

congregation for your support of last week’s garage 

sale—we raised over $900! Your generosity is helping 

to defray costs for our Youth Group as they prepare for 

their upcoming gathering in New Orleans. This exciting 

event will give our youth the opportunity to come to-

gether as a community of God’s people, grow in their 

Christian faith, deepen their Lutheran identity, and 

strengthen their relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Youth Group Fundraising Update – Thank You! 

We want to extend a heartfelt thank you to the entire 

congregation for your support of last week’s garage 

sale—we raised over $900! Your generosity is helping 

to defray costs for our Youth Group as they prepare  

for their upcoming gathering in New Orleans. This ex-

citing event will give our youth the opportunity to come 

together as a community of God’s people, grow in their  

 

Christian faith, deepen their Lutheran identity, and 

strengthen their relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Upcoming Youth Group Fundraisers: 

June Car Wash – Come get your car cleaned for a 

cause! 

Bake Sale – Satisfy your sweet tooth and support our 

youth. 

4th of July Hot Dog/Bratwurst & Lemonade Stand, 

downtown – Celebrate with us while supporting a great 

mission. (help from Thrivent)  

We are incredibly grateful to our quilters for donating 

the beautiful quilts now up for raffle, and a big thank 

you to Randy for generously offering a fishing excur-

sion to help raise additional funds! 

If you have any ideas or suggestions for future fund-

raisers, we’d love to hear them! Please contact 

shieldsw01@yahoo.com. 

As Lutherans we expand upon the scope of the commandment significantly, placing within it a theo-

logical and social vision for the proper ordering of our human relationships and authority. As we 

teach that the definition of father and mother is expanded to any of those having authority over us or 

those place over us by our parents. For example teachers, granted that position to educate and help 

you grow. We then take it even further to include the civil authorities who create laws and regula-

tions, and then govern and enforce those laws for a peaceful and ordered society.  

The Fourth Commandment is frequently invoked in discussions on elder care, healthcare ethics, and 

end-of-life decision-making. Luther’s injunction to support and care for one’s parents takes on re-

newed relevance as families and societies grapple with the challenges of dementia, palliative care, 

and the dignity of the elderly. Lutheran ethics stress the imperative of compassionate presence and 

structural support for older adults. 

While Luther was very focused on the child’s duty, in more modern times the emphasis has moved 

toward more mutual responsibility within relationships of authority. Today, the right to honor presup-

poses a corresponding responsibility to act justly. In the contemporary world, in situations involving 

abuse, neglect, or coercion, obedience is neither required nor ethically appropriate. This reflects an 

increased sensitivity to psychological health, trauma, and the theological imperative for justice.  

The challenges with some of the more contemporary issues that impact our world come into play in 

this commandment as well. As the world looks to change Biblical definitions and God’s design, the 

question arises in the understanding of father and mother. Is it the same in a world of Father and Fa-

ther, Mother and Mother, or even They and They?  We have to be careful, God created the order of 

man and woman, husband and wife, mother and father.  Each parent plays a vital part in the raising 

of a child. So many today never experience that with single parent families, divided families, 

LGBTQ+ families. Many outside of our church body feel the commandment lacks the inclusivity and 

diversity required in today’s world. I have neither the time nor the space to argue that point here. 

Please know that I am open to discuss this and any issue that may be raised in your mind by any of 

my writings or messages. My door is always open. 

So I close with this, the fourth commandment, serves as both a theological and ethical foundation for 

human relationships grounded in respect, responsibility, and divinely ordained order.  

And now; The Lord Bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine upon you and be gra-

cious to you, the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.         Pastor Rick    

 

 



 

 

 

 

Pastor Rick Williams -   715-209-0479     

Office Hours:  M 9-4   T off    W 12-8    Th 9-4    F 9-3  

Please call ahead if you need to speak with Pastor.  
 

Office Secretary Lynn Ladd  715-682-6075  Office Hours  Typically  M/Tu/-W 8:30-2:30 

Days and times may change. 
 

 

Church President:   John Pruss  715-292-4825  Head Elder:   Darryl Warren  715-492-0488 
 

Little Friends of Jesus Child  Care Center:  715-682-5185 

LFOJ Administrator:   JoAnn  Martkonis 715-682-6075 

PRAYERS for Home-
bound, Assisted Living, 
Nursing Home 
Those who aren’t able 
to attend common wor-
ship that they would 
find comfort knowing 
that the Lord is with 
them.   
 

Ingrid Pocernich  
Arlene Zimmerman       
Violet Basina             
 
PRAYERS FOR  
PROTECTION 
For our full-time troops 
and public servants, for 
travel, missionaries, and 
for peace and protec-
tion for families. 
 

David Wright    
Jordan Thimm      
Andrew Pruss 

PRAYERS FOR  HEALTH AND HEALING 
For good test results, treatment, positive thinking, healing, and comfort 
during cancer treatments, for those suffering from addiction, mental ill-
ness and for healing, strength, comfort, and peace for family we pray for: 

Dear Lord, "We come to You 
today with heavy hearts, as we 
lift up those who are in need 
of prayer. We ask that You 
would bring healing and resto-
ration to their body, mind, and 
spirit" Amen. 

Sunday Worship Service 9:00am  live streamed 
Wednesday Evening Service 6:30pm 

Sunday School  - 1st .– 7th grade  Sunday 8:45am (Sept.-May) 
Bible Studies  

                  Sunday 10:15am                  Monday 10:00am  (Sept.-May) 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1111—11TH AVE WEST 
ASHLAND, WI  54806 



 

 

 
 

Mysterious Ways: The Music Box   by Barbara Womer 

 
My sister’s gift to me meant more than she knew… 

The music box was a lovely gift from 

my sister, Sue. Made of wood, sculpted 

and painted to look like a small country 

church, complete with stained glass 

windows and a little golden church bell 

tucked inside the steeple. It reminded 

me of the house of worship in our small 

town, the one that stood at the center of 

my father’s life before he passed away. 

It had been three years since he died, 

but Sue must have known I was still 

missing him. I turned the key and cried upon hearing the first three, heartfelt notes. 

“Amazing Grace,” Dad’s favorite song. 

Ask anyone in town what they remember most about my dad, and they’ll tell you in a flash. 

“Every Sunday he rang the steeple bell, inviting all of us into church,” they’ll say. And then 

they’ll mention “Amazing Grace.” Dad led the song selection on Sundays, and I can’t re-

member a time he didn’t include it. 

Dad had a deep, sonorous voice, and it soared above all others when he sang, “and saved a 

wretch like me…” Even after the service he’d still hum the tune while he tidied up the sanc-

tuary or mowed the church lawn. 

I’d been thinking a lot about Dad lately. When I passed the church, heard the peal of its bells 

or, during Sunday service, heard the opening notes to his song, I would get emotional all 

over again. Dad had always been there for me. When I was a child, he soothed my little-girl 

fear of the dark; later, he paid for my years in nursing school. I wished he could still be with 

my sister and me now. 

That’s why I was touched when the deliveryman knocked on the door, bearing Sue’s gift. 

The last notes of "Amazing Grace" trickled out, and I immediately called my sister to thank 

her. “You don’t know how much I needed this,” I said. 

“I got a feeling that a music box would cheer you up,” Sue said.  “I called a shop to ask if 

they had any shaped like churches, and told the shopkeeper to send the one he liked best.” 

“You mean you never saw it? You don’t know the song it plays?” I asked. 

“No,” she answered. “What does it play?” 

I told her. Now it was Sue’s turn to cry. 
 

 

Zion Lutheran Church Council 
April 28, 2025 

Call to order –John Pruss, President 
Opening Prayer with devotion – Pastor Williams 
Roll Call -  John Pruss, President  Darryl Warren, Elders & Education 

Nick Jarvela, Trustees  Jule Jarvela, Secretary 
Treasurer – N0  Financial Secretary – NO 
Evangelism – N0  Joann Martikonis, LFOJ 
Pastor Williams 

Approval of Minutes (Printed)  - 1- Darryl Warren  2- Nick Jarvela  MMC 
Pastor’s Report – Our Redeemer sent a call out, Mellen waiting to see if they got 

a seminarian, various pastors taped 8 sermons for OSL, Pastor and John Pruss 
attending District Convention June 1 & 2 in Wausau. 

Approval of Treasurer’s Report – not available 
Approval of Agenda  - 1- Nick Jarvela  2- Joann Martikonis  MMC 
Board Reports 
Elders & Education – None 
Trustees – Kevin Dahlke – New Sexton, furnaces will be turned off in May 
Financial Secretary – None 
LFOJ – Printed 
Evangelism – Working on Youth Gathering fundraisers 
Official Acts 
Baptisms – Carson Hassell – 04-19-2025 
                    Kenleith Hassell – 04-19-2025 
                    Finley Ylitalo – 04-19-2025 
Old Business 

 Financial Review – using different software 
Computers – need to replace Pastor’s, Secretary, Treasurer’s coomputers.  Can 

get 1 year extension from Microsoft for present program Pastor will look for 
replacements, doing one at a time if necessary.  1- Nick Jarvela  2- Darryl 
Warren MMC 

Youth Gathering needing funds.  More publicity needed. 
New Business 

 New gas meter will be installed at the Church sometime in the summer 
Next Council Meeting – May 19, 2025   Adjournment – 1- Darryl Warren  2- Nick 
Jarvela  MMC      [May 19, 2025  meeting was canceled] 
Lord’s Prayer 
Respectfully submitted, Jule Jarvela, Secretary 

My boss was honest with me today. He pulled up to 

work with his sweet new car this morning and I  

complimented him on it. He replied, "Well, if you work 

hard, set goals, stay determined and put in long hours, 

I can get an even better one next year."  

https://guideposts.org/author/barbara-womer/


 

 

Inspired by a Squirrel by Genevieve Ann Wakely from Griswold, Connecticut 
 

After my divorce, finances became a 

constant worry. I was hopeful when I 

got a part-time job at a library, and 

relieved when I got a second part-

time job at a homemaker agency. But 

am I going to be able to handle it all? 

I thought, gazing out the window one 

morning. It was a lot for me to take 

on. 

My gaze landed on the maple tree 

outside. A fluffy squirrel was making 

his way down the trunk. It wasn’t 

easy—the squirrel was carrying a 

bread bun. The bun was twice the size of the squirrel’s head. How’s he going to manage 

that? I thought. Obviously, he couldn’t slip up and down easily like the other squirrels with 

that bun in his mouth. I couldn’t help but root for him. 

The squirrel shimmied down, carefully clinging to the bark of the tree. I held my 

breath. Careful, I thought, mentally cheering him on. One step at a time, little guy. When he 

finally reached the ground, he pulled the bun behind him. It’s not over yet, but you can do 

it! I thought, laughing. Obviously, this squirrel and I had a lot in common. I had my own giant 

dinner roll to carry and my own trees to climb. I moved from one window to another to follow 

the squirrel’s progress. Slowly but surely, he made it to the road and stopped to check for 

cars. Keep going, I thought. You’re almost there! 

 

 

 

 

 

Glory be to God… 
for clear blue skies and sunny days 
for fresh green grass and leafy trees 
for vivid purple flowers and well-tended gardens 
for fluffy white clouds and gentle breezes 
for bright red buses and busy streets 

Glory be to God… 
for people stepping out with sandaled feet 
for children playing games with delighted squeals 
for picnics and street parties 
for street traders and market stalls 
for long days and short nights 
for open-topped buses and open-necked shirts. 

Glory be to God… 
for seasons 
for summer 
for sunshine 

Chick Yuill  

 

https://guideposts.org/positive-living/health-and-wellness/life-advice/work-life/5-tips-for-managing-your-finances-in-2021/
https://guideposts.org/positive-living/health-and-wellness/life-advice/work-life/5-tips-for-managing-your-finances-in-2021/


 

 

My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to hear, slow 
to speak…—JAMES 1:19 (NIV)  

When I was a new nurse practitioner in the VA Mental Health Clinic, my patient Barnes sat with 
his head in his hands. Finally, as he stood to leave, he gazed at the wall where all of my diplomas 
and certificates were hanging. “You know what would be neat?” he said. “If people would put 
something pretty on their walls, like an old-fashioned quilt.” Then he fixed his eyes on the tile 
floor and muttered, “Well, I guess that was pretty silly. I don’t know what possessed me to come 
up with such an idea.” 

I didn’t either, but after Barnes left, I couldn’t get his suggestion out of my mind. Just about eve-
ryone has a quilt memory, I thought. Wonder if 
it might really help my patients open up? 

In the log cabin I called home, I had the perfect 
quilt in mind. It was an antique Grandmother’s 
Flower Garden design in a palette of pink and 
green that my very own Mawmaw had hand-
stitched. The next morning, I took down all of 
the so-called symbols of my success, pulled out 
the nails, and hung my grandmother’s quilt. 

It was amazing. Veterans stared at the long-ago 
stitches, and in a few moments, they were 
transported to another world. The sights, 
sounds, and smells that quilt evoked prompted 
the telling of all sorts of tales. And as I listened, 

I discovered: There wasn’t a person alive I 
couldn’t bond with if I only knew their sto-
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LIFT –Lutherans In                            

Fellowship Together 

A fun gathering was held May 2nd for 

LIFT.  Eleven of us were in attendance! 

We played a new game, Blank Slate, 

which we all enjoyed playing and gave it 

a 5     rating. 

June’s gathering will be held at Copper 

Falls on Friday, June 13th.  We’ll meet 

at the church parking 

lot at 4:00pm. (Car 

pool if desired). 

Bring a beverage 

and sub sandwich 

that we’ll eat at their 

pavilion.  We’ll enjoy 

our time with hiking, 

visiting, enjoying the 

weather and fellowship. 

Three friends stranded 

on a deserted island 

find a magic lamp. In-

side it is a genie who 

agrees to grant each 

friend one wish. 

“I want to go home,” 

says the first friend. 

The genie grants his wish.  “I want to go home, 

too,” says the second friend. 

And the genie sends him back 

home. 

“I’m lonely,” says the third 

friend. “I sure wish my friends 

were back here." 

https://guideposts.org/positive-living/health-and-wellness/better-living/emotional-and-mental-health/grandmas-angel-quilt-and-a-mended-heart/
https://guideposts.org/inspiring-stories/stories-of-faith-and-hope/the-christmas-story-told-in-quilts/
https://guideposts.org/angels-and-miracles/angels/how-her-familys-heirloom-quilts-brought-her-happiness/


 

 

 

 

A taxi passenger tapped the driver on the shoulder to ask him a question. 

The driver screamed, lost control of the car, nearly hit a bus, went up on the footpath, and stopped 
inches from a shop window. 

For a second, everything was quiet in the cab. Then the driver said, "Look, mate, don't ever do that 

again. You scared the living daylights out of me!" 
The passenger apologized and said, "I didn't realize that a little tap would scare you so much." 

The driver replied, "Sorry, it's not really your fault. Today is my first day as a cab driver — I've been 

driving a funeral van for the last 25 years."  



 

 

 

 


