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God’s blessings to you this New Year. Here we are entering into the year 2025. As I think of this year 

I am amazed. In just a few more days I will hit 70, yet another of those milestone birthdays that end 

with a Zero.  I am both amazed and thankful to have made it this far. As I have gotten older I hear of 

and know more and more people who haven’t made it this far. I thank the Lord daily for allowing me 

to continue my journey this side of His eternity. While I do look forward to Eternal Life at peace with 

the Lord, I think there is still work here that he has for me to do, and I thank Him for that opportunity.   

I have to mention here that one of the things we have accomplished recently is that the Monday 

morning Bible study group has just finished reading through the entire Bible. It took 12 years and 

made it through the delay of a pandemic but we finished in the Book of Revelation the week before 

Christmas.  I want to thank all of you who have persevered for so long to achieve this goal. I spoke 

with Pastor Hyvonen to let him know we are finishing up as he was the one who initiated the study 

and he asked me to pass on his congratulations for all of those who finished up. We have been in 

discussions on what to tackle next and I believe we are going to take a look at the Augsburg Confes-

sion to start.  If you would like to join us we start at 10:00 AM on Monday mornings and the study 

runs for an hour to an hour and a half. 

I also wish to take a moment to thank all of you who shared Christmas Cards and gifts with June and 

I. We are very grateful and will do our best to thank each of you individually, but in the hustle and 

bustle of the season sometimes we miss someone. Thank you again and I pray that all of you had a 

Merry Christmas as well. 

Just a reminder on our Wednesday evening services, which will be resuming on January 8
th
, the ser-

vices will be starting 6:00 PM. Please join us if you have the opportunity.  

On a closing note, I have been a little lax the last couple of months in the scriptural study content in 

my newsletter covers. I am sometimes challenged to find topics that might be of interest to all of you. 

So I have decided to help elevate some of the stress and taking on a topic that will get us through 

the upcoming year. Starting in February and for the next ten months, we are going to take a look at 

the Ten Commandments from both views of Dr. Luther in the Catechism and how those command-

ments conflict with the world view today. I think it will be an interesting study and will be helpful to us 

all.  Let me know what you think, not only now as a teaching choice but as we go forward so I can  
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have some feedback as to whether or not it is an informative study.  I am excited for the research, 

presentation, and response. So as we prepare for this study, feel free to pull out four confirmation 

books and read through the Ten Commandments. If you have any particular questions please feel 

free to get them to me and we can address them in the study.  If you don’t have a copy of the small 

catechism, there is one located in LSB hymnal in the pews, I have a few extra in my office, I think 

there may be a couple in the library in the conference room, or I can certainly print off for you the 

sections regarding the Ten Commandments any time.  Let’s get to it in the New Year! 

I pray the Lord bless you in this New Year.  

The Lord Bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you, 

the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

Amen. 

Pastor Rick 

L. I. F. T.   Lutherans in Fellowship Together 
 

Next gathering for LIFT will be January 17, Friday at 6 PM at church. Fellowship, 
card game and bingo plans will be on the agenda.  
Bring your own beverage and a snack to pass ( cheese and crackers, etc)  

A Prayer for January Blessings 

Heavenly Father, as January begins, I ask for Your blessings to cover every aspect of 

my life. May Your favor rest upon me, and may Your grace be evident in my daily ac-

tivities. Help me to recognize and appreciate the blessings You provide, and let Your 

love inspire me to be a blessing to others. 

James 1:17 

“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of 

the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.” Thank You 

for Your unchanging goodness and the blessings You shower upon me. 

Amen. 

 

 

My Deaf friend now knows Jesus can calm her fear 

By PENELOPE SOMEN, IMB missionary in Southeast 

Asia   Jan 2, 2025 

When I first got here as a missionary, I learned that peo-

ple wouldn’t whistle because they fear that might sum-

mon a demon. They wouldn’t clean their homes at night 

because they believe that might upset demons. They 

live terrified of evil spirits. For my Deaf friends, terror of-

ten visited them in their dreams. My friend, Naiyana, is 

21, and she feels that she has been haunted by a spirit 

her whole life. She was always aware of it, especially 

when she tried to sleep.   

Years ago, she saw a movie about Jesus born in Bethle-

hem to save the world from sin. Throughout her life, Nai-

yana learned more stories about Jesus. When she got to 

college, some friends invited her to come to our group 

and see stories about Jesus signed in her language.   

We told her about when Jesus set a man free from two 

thousand demons by the power of His words. When Nai-

yana gave her life to Jesus and chose to follow Him, she 

experienced peace, and the evil spirit she felt had haunt-

ed her through her whole life was gone. She told us that 

she still gets scared sometimes. But when she does, she 

can cry out to Jesus in prayer. And she knows now that 

He can protect her.  

RIDDLES 
1. An echo.  
2. Candle 
3. Map’ 
4. All the people were married 
5. 4 sister 3 brothers 
6. IV 
7. ENT First letter of numbers 
Crazy Eights Answer:  
888 + 88 + 8 + 8 + 8 = 1,000. 
This is the kind of math riddle 
you can work out with times ta-
bles, or by simple logic.  

ANSWERS 

Perplexing problem  

Tricksy, tricksy! You have to think 

more broadly. Here’s a hint: 

Think about the numbers on a 

clock. When it is 11 a.m., adding 

https://www.rd.com/article/how-many-numbers-are-on-a-clock/
https://www.rd.com/article/how-many-numbers-are-on-a-clock/


 

 

 

 

Pastor Rick Williams -   715-209-0479     

Office Hours:  M 9-5 T off  W 12-8  Th 9-5  F 9-3  

Please call ahead if you need to speak with Pastor.  
 

Office Secretary Lynn Ladd  715-682-6075  Office Hours  Typically  M-W 8:30-2:30 

Days and times may change. 
 

Church President:   John Pruss  715-292-4825  Head Elder:   Darryl Warren  715-492-0488 
 

Little Friends of Jesus Child  Care Center:  715-682-5185 

LFOJ Administrator:   Karyn Leino  715-682-6075 
 

Website  www.zionashland.org   E-mail  secretary@zionlutheranashland.com    

Sunday Worship Service 9:00am  in-church service and live streamed 
Wednesday Evening Service 6:30pm    

Pre-recorded Online Wednesday Prayer  Study 6:30pm 
Sunday School  - 1st - 7th grade   

Women’s Group Thursdays 1st & 3rd monthly  6:30pm   
bible Studies— Sundays 10:15am  Mondays 10:00am  

Women’s Bible Study 6;30AM  

ZION LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

PRAYERS FOR  HEALTH  AND HEALING 
For good test results, treatment, positive thinking, healing, and 
comfort during cancer treatments, for those suffering from addic-
tion, mental illness and for healing, strength, comfort, and peace 
for family we pray for:   
 Brad Prill                         Vi Basina                    James Fletcher            
Harold Larson         Linda Stenroos           Steve Key     
Tim Erickson                    Patty Hmielewski       Jean Wickman         
Janet Houle                      Pam Ekholm              Nick Frisco     
Karen                               Wayne                       Riley Bretting     
Mike Trimble                    Jamie Klema              Karen Piff                         
Molly Colgrove          `      Linda Parrish              Chuck Sandor                  
Carl Kubley                      Chuck                      Mary Dahl              
Sheryl Hildebrandt           Dwayne Lynch            Sandy Bosma                   
Dave Solle                        Judith Wismeth  Shawn 
Diane Schultz          Tina Mashlan  Tom Anderson       
and those in our hearts      
Immanuel, Mellen and Trinity, Berglund Congregations while they 
seek  a new Pastor. 
 

PRAYERS for Home-
bound, Assisted Living, 
Nursing Home 
Those who aren’t able 
to attend common wor-
ship that they would 
find comfort knowing 
that the Lord is with 
them.   
Arlene Zimmerman       
Violet Basina             
 
PRAYERS FOR PRO-
TECTION 
For our full-time troops 
and public servants, for 
travel, missionaries, and 
for peace and protec-
tion for families. 
David Wright    
Jordan Thimm      
Andrew Pruss 



 

 

HAT 
ICE 

COAT 
COLD 
MELT 
SNOW 
BOOTS 
NIPPY 
SCARF 
SLEET 
SLUSH 
SNOWY 
CHILLY 
FRIGID 

GLOVES 
HEATER 
JACKET 
SHIVER 

FLANNEL 
MITTENS 

SWEATHER 
WINTERY 
BLIZZARD 
FLURRIES 

HOTCOCOA 
SLIPPERY 
SNOWSUIT 
SOLSTICE 

FIREPLACE 
LONGJOHNS 
JACKFROST 

SNOWSTORM 
FREEZINGRAIN 

 
RIDDLES 

1.I speak without a mouth and hear without ears. I have no body, but I come alive with   

     wind. What am I?  

2.You measure my life in hours and I serve you by expiring. I’m quick when I’m thin and  

     slow when I’m fat. The wind is my enemy. 

3. I have cities, but no houses. I have mountains, but no trees. I have water, but no fish.  

    What am I? 

4, You see a boat filled with people. It has not sunk, but when you look again you don’t  

     see a single person on the boat. Why? 

5. A girl has as many brothers as sisters, but each brother has only half as many brothers  

     as sisters. How many brothers and sisters are there in the family? 

6.How can the number four be half of five? 

7.What are the next three letters in this combination? OTTFFSS     

 

 

Riddle: Using only addition, add eight 8s to get the number 1,000. 

Answer: 888 + 88 + 8 + 8 + 8 = 1,000. This is the kind of math riddle you can work out with 

times tables, or by simple logic. First, get as close to 1,000 as you can. From there, it’s easy 

to figure out the rest. 



 

 

The Gospel of Luke 

 

 

 



 

 

Perplexing problem 

Riddle: I add six to eleven, and get 

five. Why is this correct? 

 

 

Each puzzle is divided into 8 different regions. 

Each region, row and column contains a single 

star. The stars may not be adjacent to each 

other (not even diagonally). 

 

                                           

                           sample 

In a Slitherlink Puzzle, you connect 

horizontally or vertically adjacent 

dots to form a meandering path that 

forms a single loop, without crossing 

itself, or branching. The numbers in-

dicate how many lines surround each 

cell. Empty cells may be surrounded 

by any number of lines (from 0 to 3). 

There is one unique solution, and 

you should be able to find it without 

guessing. You may find it helpful to 

make small x's between dots that 

cannot be connected.  

 

             Sample 

 

A guy said to God, "God, is it true that to you a billion years is like a second?" 
God said yes. 
The guy said, "God, is it true that to you a billion dollars is like a penny?" 
God said yes. 
The guy said, "God, can I have a penny?" 
God said, "Sure, just a second."  


