
 

 

 February Altar Guild 
 

Kathy Osmak 715-292-6207 
Sandy Nutt 715-663-1110 

OFFICIAL ACTS 
Baptisms   

Clayton Blaine Curtiss Rich 01-14-2023 
Addison Jean Johnson  01-15-2023 

Transfer to Zion 
Jeffrey, Vicki, Jacob & Joel Sumba  from St. Martin’s  

Lutheran Church, Winona, MN 01-16-2023 
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Pastor at conference and vacation in Phoenix AZ  →     →     →     →    →     →     →     →     →     →     →     → 

Pastor at conference and vacation in Phoenix AZ  →     →     →     →    →     →     →     

ELDERS -  February  1  Scott   5  John    8 Darryl   12 Andy   
15 Doug   19  John   22 Ash Wednesday  Scott  26 Andy   
March    1 Darryl      5  Doug 

13 
No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will 

not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the 

way of escape, that you may be able to endure it. (1 Corinthians 10:13)   

 

How’s that for an opening thought? I have found this verse of scripture to be both reassuring 

as well as a bit scary. Reassuring because while I know I will be tested I know that the Lord 

knows, and he will provide me with a way through whatever temptation it is that I am facing. 

It is scary in that I must realize that I will be tempted, and I must rely not just on myself but 

on the Lord to see me through it. I will not make it on my own.  

 

The other point I think we have to understand is that the word temptation can be replaced 

with the word test. No test has overtaken you that is not common to man.  He will not let you 

be tested beyond your capability.  We are often tested in life. Sometimes we realize it, some-

times we don’t see or at least don’t recognize the test until it is over. The big thing to remem-

ber whether you realize it or not, is that you are never tested alone, the Lord is always with 

you. I have heard some people say life is just one big test, and who knows maybe that is true 

to a point. And if it is true that is okay. Why do I say that it is okay , well, because if it is true, I 

know that throughout that test, from beginning to end, the Lord is with me. And with the Lord 

by my side, even if I falter, even if I don’t get 100% 

on the test, and with God’s grace and forgiveness, I 

will still pass. So I trust in the Lord and do my best 

and he will see me through. I believe that is the atti-

tude that the Apostle Paul took, he shared that un-

derstanding with the Christians in Roman and with us 

when he said this: 

 
37 

No, in all these things we are more 

than conquerors through him who loved us. 
38 

For I 

am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rul-

ers, nor things present nor things to come, nor pow-

ers, 
39 

nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 

God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:37-39) 
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As long as we have faith in our Lord Jesus Christ and repent for our sins, we are forgiven 

and nothing, I repeat nothing, can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. Now 

there is a thought to take home with you as this winter turns cold and continues on. It should 

warm your heart and help see you through the struggles of this life, the little tests we face 

each day and the big tests that drop on us from out of nowhere. Whether big or small we are 

not forgotten and He will always be with us. 

 

While none of that has anything to do with it being February, it was just something I felt a 

need to share. I also feel it has some bearing on the prayer chain group that I hope to be 

meeting with in the next week or two. When in times of testing or temptation there is nothing 

more beneficial than prayer. So, if you haven’t signed up already I hope you would still con-

sider being a part of our prayer team.  

 

Just a reminder, June and I will be making our annual trek to Phoenix for Best Practices Min-

istry conference and a little bit of down time. We appreciate your prayers for safe travels and 

we will leave you in the good hands of Pastor Hallobek and our Elders for 10 days. 

 

Thank you for all your support and remember Ash Wednesday is February 22 and marks the 

beginning of Lent.  

God Bless You all! 

Sunday 
February 12th 
Following the  
service. 

Celebrating Love On Valentine's Day 
What the world needs more of is love. It's a precious gift we 
have been blessed with. Sadly, there are some who refuse to 
use it. 

The world must become a much better place 
Where more people dwell with a smile on their face 
Living together in kinship and peace 
A world full of hope where joys never cease. 
 

Wearing our heart on our sleeve everywhere 
Will show all mankind that we really care 
Thus shining a light that's warming and bright 
Love's a splendid way to make the world right. 
 

Live for the moment, our time here won't last 
Life is too precious to live in the past 
The dawn of each day gives us all a fresh start 
To those whom you love, tell them straight from your 
heart. 
 

Today is a day that's made for romance 
Cast cares aside, let us all sing and dance 
Kissing any doubts and heartaches away 

Raise our glasses to love on Valentine's Day. 
 

 

(Continued from precious page) 

Everyone took a step back to give the me-
chanic room. “Darn it,” he said, straightening 
up again. “Neuropathy in my hands is acting 
up. Can someone twist this thing?” 

A guy in a vest and tie volunteered. “I don’t 
know diddly about cars,” he said. “But I can 
twist something!” He disappeared under the 
hood. 

When the mechanic gave a thumbs-up, eve-
ryone called out in unison, “Try ’er now!” 

I said a quick prayer and turned the key.The 
engine turned over immediately. A cheer 

went up. Several hands shut the hood. 
“Don’t make any stops on the way home,” 
the farmer said. “Keep the car running till the 
battery gets a good charge.” 

I backed my car out of the space, then 
paused to wave at the crowd of people 
who’d saved the day. 

My Honda never stalled again. Turns out, my 
waiting room team had done a better job 
than my garage ever did. I guess 
that’s just what happens when    
people come together. And there’s 
no better valentine than that. 

https://www.familyfriendpoems.com/poem/cheers-to-love


 

 

Kindness Brought a Group of 
Strangers Together on Valentine’s Day 

ROBERTA L. MESSNER 

Was there anything more lonely than sitting in 
a doctor’s waiting room on Valentine’s Day? 

I looked around at the other patients waiting 
to see the doctor. Maybe they all had more 
romantic plans for the evening on 
this Valentine’s Day, but for now the group 
seemed downright antisocial. Three people 
had their heads down, staring at cell phones. 
Another was engrossed in a magazine. The 
receptionist tapped at her computer. Behind 
her, the clerk who dealt with insurance was 
sifting through papers. Everyone was in their 
own little world. 

Not that I could judge them for it. I’d probably 
be distracting myself with my cell phone 
too—if I hadn’t forgotten to charge it before I 
left home. It would have been nice to strike 
up a conversation to pass the time on this 
day dedicated to love and friendship. Instead, 
I sat patiently in my plastic chair as a couple 
of new people took distant seats.  

“Roberta? The doctor’s ready for you,” the 
nurse called. At least I’ll have some kind of 
human connection, I thought. 

My checkup went well, and I breezed out of 
the office to my little Honda in a space right 
out front. I got in and turned the key in the ig-
nition. Nothing. Oh, no. Not again. I’d brought 
the car in several times already for this very 
problem and thought it had finally been fixed. 

Instinctively, I reached for my cell phone to 
call AAA—then remembered. Dead, like my 
car. I would have to use the phone inside. A 
few people glanced up when I came back into 
the waiting room, then quickly went back to 
what they were doing. I went straight to the 
reception desk, hoping to whisper my re-
quest, but neither the receptionist nor the 
clerk were there.  So I turned back to the 
people in the waiting room. 

“I wouldn’t normally do this,” I said to the 
group, hoping that I sounded apologetic. Sev-
eral people turned toward me to listen. “But 
my car won’t start….” 

The nurse popped her head into the 
room. “You in trouble, Roberta?” she said. “I’ll 
get my jumper cables.” 

“Pop your hood!” someone called. I pressed 
the first button I saw. 

“That was your fuel door,” said the 
farmer. Everyone laughed—including 
me. This time I got it right. 

The open hood pretty much blocked my view, 
but I could see that several people were bent 
at the hip, presumably leaning in to check the 
engine. I caught a flash of white coat and 
pointed to the doctor in the doorway of his 
empty office. “We’ll all be back in a sec,” the 
nurse called to him. 

“In my better days, I used to be a mechanic,” 
one of the patients said. “I see the problem. 
Battery terminal’s loose. I have some tools in 
my trunk.” 

“It’s a simple fix,” the farmer assured me. 

Everyone took a step back to give the me-
chanic room. “Darn it,” he said, straightening 
up again. “Neuropathy in my hands is acting 
up. Can someone twist this thing?” 

A guy in a vest and tie volunteered. “I don’t 
know diddly about cars,” he said. “But I can 
twist something!” He disappeared under the 
hood. 

When the mechanic gave a thumbs-up, eve-
ryone called out in unison, “Try ’er now!” 

I said a quick prayer and turned the key. The 
engine turned over immediately. A cheer 
went up. Several hands shut the hood. “Don’t 

make any stops on the way home,” the 
farmer said. “Keep the car running till the bat-
tery gets a good charge.” 

I backed my car out of the space, then 
paused to wave at the crowd of people who’d 
saved the day. 

My Honda never stalled again. Turns out, my 
waiting room team had done a better job than 
my garage ever did. I guess that’s just what 
happens when people come together. And 
there’s no better valentine than that. 

 

 

Pastor Rick Williams -   715-209-0479     

Office Hours:  M-T-TR 9-5  W 12-8  F off 

Please call ahead if you need to speak with Pastor.  
 

Office Secretary Lynn Ladd  715-682-6075  Office Hours  Typically  M-W 8:30-2:30 

Days and times may change. 
 

Church President:   John Pruss  715-292-4825  Head Elder:   Darryl Warren  715-492-0488 
 

Little Friends of Jesus Child  Care Center:  715-682-5185 

LFOJ Administrator:   Autumn Heidrick  715-682-6075 
 

Sunday Worship Service 9:00am  in-church service and live streamed 
Wednesday Evening Service 6:30pm    

Sunday School  - 1st - 7th grade  Sunday 8:45am 
Confirmation  Sunday 9:45am 

Bible Studies— Sundays 10:15am  Mondays 10:00am  
Women’s Bible Study 6:30pm 1st & 3rd Thursdays 

ZION LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

1111—11TH AVE WEST 

For Homebound, 
Assisted Living, 
Nursing Home 
Those who aren’t 
able to attend 
common worship 
that they would 
find comfort 

knowing that the 
Lord is with them.   
Arlene Zimmerman     
Violet Basina             
Nancy Zehe 
Ann Williams 
Alice Balmer 
Francis Balmer 

Protection 

For our full-time 
troops and public 
servants, for travel, 
missionaries, and for 
peace and protection 
for families. 
David Wright    
Jordan Thimm      
Andrew Pruss 

Those always in 
our HEART. 

HEALTH  AND HEALING 
For good test results, treatment, positive 
thinking, healing, and comfort during can-
cer treatments, for those suffering from ad-
diction, mental illness and for healing, 
strength, comfort, and peace for family we 
pray for:   

Brad Prill  
Alice Balmer 
Penny Larson  
Vi Basina  
Dave Pearson 
James Fletcher  
Sheryl Hildebrandt  
Harold Larson  
Diane Beiersdorff  
Linda Stenroos  
Ann Williams  
Dave Anderson  
 

Riley Bretting   Cindy Lazorik 
Doug Preuter     Mike Trimble 
Jamie Klema     Mike Ariens 
Randy Spangle  Frances Balmer 
Randy Mashlan  Nancy Zehe 



 

 

It’s that time of the year 

again.  Do you think 

we’ll ever have a sea-

son that we don’t have 

the high snowbanks? 

The guessing sheet is 

on the big bulletin 

board.  You have until 

March 5th to guess. 

 

 

Here’s something to think about: 

The following answers are 
from a student who ob-
tained 0% on an exam 
(they seem logical to me!) 

Q1. In which battle did 
Napoleon die?                  
* his last battle 

Q2. Where was the Dec-
laration of Independence 
signed? * at the bottom of 
the page 

Q3. River Ravi flows in which state?                                  
* liquid 

Q4. What is the main reason for divorce?                          
* marriage 

Q5. What is the main reason for failure?                             
* exams 

Q6. What can you never eat for breakfast?                         
*  Lunch & dinner     

Q7. What looks like half an apple?                                     
* The other half 

Q8. If you throw a red stone into the blue sea what it will 
become? * It will simply become wet 

Q9. How can a man go eight days without sleeping ?       
* No problem, he sleeps at night. 

Q10. How can you lift an elephant with one hand?            
* You will never find an elephant that has only one hand. 

Q11. If you had three apples and four oranges in one 
hand and four apples and three oranges in other hand, 
what would you have ? * Very large hands 

Q12. If it took eight men ten hours to build a wall, how 
long would it take four men to build it?                               
* No time at all, the wall is already built. 

Q13. How can u drop a raw egg onto a concrete floor 
without cracking it? *Any way you want, concrete floors 
are very hard to crack. 

A Prayer to Come to      
Jesus as You Are 

Lord, Thank you that 
you are the one that can 
change me. Thank you 
that I do not have to 
change myself. Thank 
you for dying so that we 
could have life. Help us 
not to judge others in 
sin, but to treat them 
with love and compas-
sion. Help us come to 
you just as we are: bro-
ken, imperfect, but fully 
alive and healed by the 
power of your blood on 
the cross. Thank you 
Jesus! The gospel is 
such good news. Help 
me live into that each 
day. Amen. 



 

 

 

 

Lyrics For The Hymn 
 
Sir Robert Grant 
This hymn was written by Sir Robert 
Grant, a Scottish Anglican who, be-
cause of his father’s association with the 
East India Company, was born in India 
in 1779.  Robert’s father, Charles Grant 
supported Wilberforce, an early and ef-
fective opponent of slavery. Both father 
and son served as members of Parlia-
ment and directors of the East India 
Company.  Robert wrote this hymn in 
1833, a year before being appointed 

Governor of Bombay, a position that he held until his death.  
   
 "O Worship The King" was first published in Henry Bickersteth’s Christian Psalmody of 1833. How-
ever, its antecedents date long before that time. It is taken from Psalm 104, although it is too free to 
be called a mere paraphrase. Furthermore, it is actually based on an earlier metrical version of the 
psalm which appeared in the 1561 Anglo-Genevan Psalter made by William Kethe (flourished c. 
1555-1593). Later in 1833 Grant introduced a bill in the British House of Commons to remove all civil 
restrictions imposed against Jews. The following year, 1834, he was appointed Governor of Bombay, 
India, at which time he was also knighted.  Returning to the land of his birth, he died on July 9, 1839, 
at Dalpoorie, western India, where a medical college which bears his name was erected as a memo-
rial to him. Grant had produced a total of twelve hymns which were published posthumously by his 
brother Charles, Lord Glenelg, under the title Sacred Poems in 1839.  

Tunes For The Hymn 

The meter of the hymn “O Worship the King” is in 10:10:11:11 and the popular tune use to sing the 
text is LYONS. The tune was originally composed by Joseph Martin Kraus.  Kraus is a classical era 
composer of German origin. 

The LYON tune was adapted by Michael Haydn (1737-1806) from the Kraus’ sonata. This tune is 
great for the text with its steady rise and reasonable progressions. Each of the phrases of the tune 
ascent as the text exclaimed the supreme nature of God. 

Another tune that is popular with the text of the hymn “O Worship the King” is called HANOVER. The 
tune composition is widely attributed to William Croft. This is the tune that our hymn is based on in 
Lutheran Service Book 

Basically, the HANOVER tune is spirited and has beautiful harmony. Although the Hanover tune is 
an old tune and actually follows some pattern of old tunes. 

In particular, the Hanover was first seen in Supplement to the New Version of Psalms published in 
1708 by Dr. Nicholas Brady and Nahum Tate. The author of the hymn then 
was anonymous before the composer was ascribed to William Croft. 

Kraus, Joseph Martin 
Joseph Martin Kraus (b. Miltenberg am Main, Germany, 1756; d. Stock-
holm, Sweden, 1792) spent his youth in Germany, but in 1778 moved to 
Stockholm. He was elected to the Swedish Academy of Music and be-
came the conductor of the court orchestra and eventually the best-known 
composer associated with the court of Gustavus III. On his travels, Kraus 
did meet Franz Joseph Haydn, who considered Kraus “one of the greatest 
geniuses I have met.” Kraus wrote operas as well as many vocal and in-
strumental works. 



 

 

Haydn, Michael 
Johann Michael Hadyn Austria 1737-1806. Born at Rohrau, Austria, the son of 
a wheelwright and town mayor (a very religious man who also played the harp 
and was a great influence on his sons' religious thinking), and the younger 
brother of Franz Joseph Hadyn, he became a choirboy in his youth at the Ca-
thedral of St. Stephen in Vienna, as did his brother, Joseph, an exceptional 
singer. For that reason boys both were taken into the church choir. Michael 
was a brighter student than Joseph, but was expelled from music school when 
his voice broke at age 17. The brothers remained close all their lives, and Jo-
seph regarded Michael's religious works superior to his own. Michael played 
harpsichord, violin, and organ, earning a precarious living as a freelance musi-
cian in his early years. In 1757 he became kapellmeister to Archbishop, Sigis-
mund of Grosswarden, in Hungary, and in 1762 concertmaster to Archbishop, 

Hieronymous of Salzburg, where he remained the rest of his life (over 40 years), also assuming the 
duties of organist at the Church of St. Peter in Salzburg, presided over by the Benedictines. He also 
taught violin at the court. He succeeded Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, an intimate friend, as cathedral 
organist in 1781. He did not like seeing his works in print, and kept most in manuscript form. He nev-
er compiled or cataloged his works, but others did it later, after his death. Several of Michael 
Hadyn's works influenced Mozart.  It has been said that Michael’s brother, Joseph assisted him on 
“Worship the King”.   
 
Croft, William 
William Croft, Mus. Doc. was born in the year 1677 and received his musical  
education in the Chapel Royal, under Dr. Blow. In 1700 he was admitted a  
Gentleman Extraordinary of the Chapel Boyd; and in 1707, upon the decease  
of Jeremiah Clarke, he was appointed joint organist with his mentor, Dr. Blow.  
In 1709 he was elected organist of Westminster Abbey. This amiable man 
and excellent musician died in 1727, in the fiftieth year of his age. A very large  
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LENT 

     February is mostly recognized for Valentine’s Day, flowers, and, depending on where you are, 
being incredibly cold!  
     Over time, the length of February kept changing. At one point, it had as little as 23 days. 
     The name of February comes from the Latin word “februum,” which means purification. 
     This month is also about purification. It’s a month to prepare for spring: bringing the promise of 
longer days in the Northern hemisphere. 
     Of all the words you can misspell, February is one of the most misspelled words in the English 
language. Even the White House has misprinted the word “February” before in a press release! 
     It’s also the only month that can go without having a full moon.  

 

https://www.thefactsite.com/tag/valentines-day/

