
Sometimes, the hardest part of writing a newsletter cover is figuring out how to start. 

What message do I want to convey this month? How best to get that message across? 

Do I beat around the bush and then reveal my chosen topic at the end? Or do I jump 

right in? Usually once I get words flowing on paper the thought process kicks in.  As I 

started this one, I began to realize how that reminds me of the apostle Paul and the 

challenge he faced as he shared the Gospel of Jesus Christ to people of so many differ-

ent backgrounds around the world. To those of the Jewish faith he looked to the law 

and the prophets, to the gentiles he spoke of the world and creation and of the God 

that in their hearts they knew existed, but yet, they never understood. Much like Paul 

speaking at the Areopous as he let the learned Greeks know who the unknown God 

they were worshiping was; the God, the God of Creation, the God that had created all 

things and all of them. As I contemplated these things, I realized that in our world to-

day our challenge isn’t that different from Paul’s. We have the same mission as Paul, 

the mission given to us by Christ himself in the last chapter of Matthew; “19 Go there-

fore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,” (Matt 28:19). If you have a red-letter Bible you 

will see these are the words of Jesus, it is not a suggestion, he’s not saying maybe you 

should consider this, it is a command! As Christians, because of what our Lord and Sav-

ior did for us, our charge is to share that message with the world. If you have been fol-

lowing my readings in Acts you will see that the Apostles were doing that very thing. 

And guess what? Not everyone who heard that message welcomed it. So, it shouldn’t 

surprise us when not everyone one in our world welcomes it. I might even go so far to 

say that some parts of our world welcome it even less today. Heck, I might even go so 

far as to say that people in this country welcome it less. To hear and welcome the mes-

sage that we deliver, people have to give up something of themselves. They have to 

give up the idea that they are the most important thing in their lives. They have to ad-

mit that they are sinful by nature and are in need of forgiveness. They have to give up 

the idea that they determine what is right and wrong. They have to admit that there is 

something, someone, out there who is bigger than they are. God. They also must come 

to an understanding that while they do indeed have to give things up, the things that 

they will receive far exceed any and all of the earthly things they have clung to. Now I 

will be the first to admit our task of sharing the message of salvation is not an easy 

one, if you don’t believe me, ask Paul, or any other of the countless martyrs who have 

perished sharing that word. But that doesn’t mean we stop trying, or even that we get 

to slow down. Now more than ever sharing the word is more important. Everyday is a 

day closer to Christ’s return and the final judgement. We must share the Gospel mes-

sage. Now you might ask what can I do? I don’t know my scripture as well as I should, 

I feel uncomfortable talking to people, I am scared. First and foremost, you need not be 

scared! As one of my favorite Christian song says, “The God of angel Armies is on my 

side”, or as Paul says “If God is for us, who can be against us”.  Christ himself tells the 

apostles and us, that when the time comes, do not be worried about what to say, for 

the Holy Spirit will speak for you and through you (paraphrase). Besides, we don’t all 

have to all preach scripture, we don’t all have to stand on a soapbox and spread the 

word. We can share God’s word simply by the way we live our lives. How we reflect 

God’s love in our everyday words and actions. So, stand tall, know that the Lord stands 

with you and share His love with those around you. Believe me, you all know that his 

world and this country need all of His love that they can get. So be like Paul, share the 

message in the best way that you can and then when all is said and done you too can 

say; “7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 

faith. 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the 

Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me but also to 

all who have loved his appearing.” 

I pray that God watches over each and every one of you and that you are 
all safe and well. I pray that soon we can all worship again in His presence 
in His Church. In the meantime, if you can’t make it to church please 
watch online, and share His message of salvation with everyone you know. 
I thank you for all of your support and stewardship and I look forward to 
seeing you all soon. 
God Bless! 
Pastor Rick 
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I pray that God watches over each and 
every one of you and that you are all 
safe and well. I pray that soon we can 
all worship again in His presence in His 
Church. In the meantime, if you can’t 
make it to church please watch online, 
and share His message of salvation 
with everyone you know. I thank you 
for all of your support and stewardship 
and I look forward to seeing you all 
soon. 
 
God Bless!   Pastor Rick 



 

 

Pastor Rick Williams -   715-209-0479     

Office Hours:  M/T/TH 8:30-4:30 W 12-8  F Off  

Please call ahead if you need to speak with Pastor.  
 

Office Secretary Lynn Ladd  715-682-6075  Office Hours  M-W 8:30-2:30 

Days and times may change upon need of work. 
 

Church President:   John Pruss  715-292-4825  Head Elder:   Darryl Warren  715-492-0488 
 

Little Friends of Jesus Child  Care Center:  715-682-5185 

LFOJ Administrator:   Karyn Leino  715-682-6075 
 

Website  www.zionashland.org   E-mail  secretary@zionlutheranashland.com   Facebook  

Sunday Worship Service 9:00am  in-church service and live streamed 
Wednesday Evening Service - live streamed  6:30pm 

(a more in-depth look at Sunday’s service) 
Sunday School  - 3yrs.—5th grade  At-home lessons  

Bible Studies—currently cancelled. 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1111—11TH AVE WEST 

PRAYERS FOR  
HEALTH  AND HEALING 

For good test results, treatment, 
positive thinking, healing, and com-
fort during cancer treatments, for 
those suffering from addiction, 
mental illness and for healing, 
strength, comfort, and peace for 
family we pray for:   
Bob Heggie Alice Balmer 
Brad Prill  Mary Siefers   
Angie Guski Penny Larson  
Francis Balmer David Gustafson 
LeAnn Billing       Jim & Teena  
Vi Basina  Bill Young 
Andrea  Gunderson 
James Fletcher Dave Pearson 
Colton Ledin Linda Coppland 
MaryAnn 
and those in our hearts  

PRAYERS for Home-
bound, Assisted Living, 
Nursing Home 
Those who aren’t able 
to attend common wor-
ship that they would 
find comfort knowing 
that the Lord is with 
them.   
Walt Schutte  
Arlene Zimmerman       
Violet Basina            
Madge Houle 
Nancy Zehe 
 
PRAYERS FOR PRO-
TECTION 
For our full-time 
troops and public serv-
ants, for travel, mis-
sionaries, and for peace 
and protection for 
families. 
David Wright    
Emily Melecha    
Tucker Melecha      
Jordan Thimm      
Andrew Pruss 



 

 



 

 

  

A TRIBUTE TO BONNIE FRISKE 
  
We, The Sewing Circle would to make a tribute in 
memory of Bonnie Friske who lead our Sewing 
Circle for many years. 
She was a very dedicated  servant that served her 
Lord with the talents she processed. She sewed 
many quilts at home  
and brought them to the Sewers and also would 
cut fabric to size and match the materials to make 
it very easy and  simple for us to assemble. Each 
year that Bonnie was in our Sewing Circle we were 
able to sent off over 100 quilts and 
one year 206 quilts for the third world countries.  Also quilts were done for fire and 
disaster victims.  These were all done in the name of Zion Lutheran Church as a 
mission project.  Also, we have received a very warm thank-you from the Friske 

Are you giving up already? 
A little five-year-old girl was watching her mother in fascination as she 
was rubbing cold cream on her face. She said, "Mother, why are you do-
ing that?" The mother replied, "To make myself beautiful." Well, to the lit-
tle girl's amazement, in just a minute the mother took a tissue and began 
removing the cream she had just put on. The girl said, "What's the matter, 
giving up already?"  
Are you giving up already? No more distancing?. No more exercising?  
Whatever it is, maybe this is just the time not to give up. You'll be the bet-
ter because of it. 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
Can You Crack This Valentine’s Code? 
1. 

 
 

2. 

                                                        

 

A witty saying 
The devil whispered in my ear, 
"You're not strong enough to 
withstand the storm." 
Today I whispered in the devil's 
ear, "I am a child of God, a war-
rior of Christ, I am the storm." 



 

 
3.   

 

 

4.  

   

 

  

Hints only if you need it:  1 Corinthians 13:4a      John 15:12         Deuteronomy 6:5a 
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February 
 Kathy Osmak   
715-292-6207       
Sandy Nutt   
715-6641110 

OFFICIAL ACTS 
 Accepted Membership   

1-18-2021 
James Solberg  

01-18-2021 Profession of Faith 

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI  SAT 

Elders:    Feb. 7th Scott        Feb. 14th Randy          Wed. Feb. 17th  Doug         Feb. 21st Andy 
Wed.  Feb. 24th Darryl         Feb. 28th Randy         Wed. Mar. 3rd Scott         Mar. 7th John 

 
 

1 2 
LFOJ  
Chapel 
11:00pm 

3 
 

 
6:30pm  
Prayer Service 

4 
 
 
3:30-5:00pm 
confirmation 

5 6 

7  9:00am 

           Service 
2pm LGP 
 Drive-up   
Communion    

8 9 10 
 
6:30pm  
Prayer Service 

11 
 
3:30-5:00pm 
confirmation 

12 13 

14  
 
9:00am 
    Service         

15 16 17 * 
Ash 
Wednesday 
6:30pm  

18 
 
3:30-5:00pm 
confirmation 

19 20 

21 9:00am 

           Service         
2pm LGP 
Drive-up       
Communion  

22 23 24* 
Lent  
Service 
6:30pm  

25 
 
3:30-5:00pm 
confirmation 

26 27 

28  
9:00am 
     Service     

1 March 2 3 * 
Lent  
Service 
6:30pm  

4 5 6 

Feb. 17 to Mar. 24 

* There will be 
Wednesday 
night Lent 
services in-
church and 
live-streamed 
including 
communion. 


