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| am sitting here a week into April, recovering from Easter and wishing for warmer weather, and | am
realizing how blessed | am. For a pastor our two busiest times of the year are of course Advent and
Easter. Both of these seasons care so much meaning and importance for our faith. | know for myself,
sometimes | get caught up in all the hustle and bustle of the season and seem to go through on autopilot
and feel as though | miss opportunity to relax and soak it all in. In speaking with other pastors, | am not
alone in this feeling. | pray this is not the case for you. For myself, as | have come to understand how and
what is happening, | have tried to take a little extra time and review the events of Holy Week. As | have
reviewed them | felt that things went well and that we did a pretty good job of paying homage to our Lord. |
would be curious to hear from any of you who would like to share your feedback on how your experience
was and what might we do to improve the experience. | know some of you have the opportunity to
experience some of the services at other churches or locations and | always like to hear what others do. So

please share any thoughts or feelings.

On another note, we will be doing another series in this Season of Easter and looking at the Resurrection
through the writings of the Apostle Peter in Epistle 1 Peter. The title is Resurrection Realities and the
realities we will be looking at in Suffering, Lifestyle, Relationships, Identity, Evangelism, and on Satan. We
started this series this past Wednesday, and the same service will be presented on Sunday, and will

continue in that order until we reach Pentecost.

Our Monday morning Bible study will be starting a verse-by-verse Bible Study of First Peter to coincide with
our 15t Peter sermon series. | believe we may be doing the same series on our Sunday morning Bible

study as well.

Going to be a short one today, and | would just like to close with a big thank you to all of you for your
support, particularly through this Easter Season. None of this would be what it is without all of your help. |

pray God’s blessing on all of you as we move into Spring and hopefully an early summer.

May the Lord bless you and keep you, may the Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto

you, may the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

Pastor Rick
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Pastor Rick Williams - 715-209-0479
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PRAYERS for
Homebound, Assisted PRAYERS FOR HEALTH AND HEALING

Living, Nursing Home For good test results, treatment, positive thinking, healing, and comfort
Those who aren’t able to  during cancer treatments, for those suffering from addiction, mental iliness
attend common worship ~ and for healing, strength, comfort, and peace for family we pray for:

that they would find Brad Prill Vi Basina James Fletcher
comfort knowing that the ~ Harold Larson Linda Stenroos Don Pocernich
Lord is with them. Tim Erickson Patty Hmielewski Pam Ekholm

] Don Pocernich Jamie Klema Keith Tveit
Arlene Zimmerman Rick Kallio Cheryl Hildebrandt ~ Mary Dahl
Violet Basina Mike Trimble Molly Colgrove Linda Parrish

Chuck Sandor Dwayne Lynch Tom Anderson

PRAYERS FOR Octavia Pearce Kevin Heggie Larry Hildebrandt
PROTECT'QN Cindy Lazorik Tracy Thompson Bonnie Jansehski
For our full-time troops Judy Nevela Camden & Brooks Balmer
and public servants, for  Cjarence Osmak  Judy Nevela Matt Papka Derrill
travel, missionaries, and Wayne Casey Chuck David
for peace and protection  anq those in our hearts
for families.
David Wright Dear Lord, "We come to You today with heavy

Jordan Thimm

Andrew Pruss hearts, as we lift up those who are in need of

prayer. We ask that You would bring healing and
restoration to their body, mind, and spirit" Amen.



Resurrection Realities
A Sermon Series on 1 Peter

Peter’s life was forever changed
by Christ’'s empty tomb. The reality of the
resurrection began on Easter morning
when John outran him to our Savior’s
tomb. When Peter was with the other
apostles on Easter evening Jesus came
and said, “Peace be with you.” On the
next Sunday Peter watched as Thomas
saw Jesus and confessed “My Lord and
my God.” Christ also appeared on the
shore of Galilee and Peter, fishing with
his friends, jumped out of the boat and swam to Jesus who was cooking breakfast for the disciples. This
fisherman turned disciple was also present when Christ ascended into heaven. All told, Peter was an
eyewitness to the risen Jesus on at least four different occasions. Around 65 AD, with the help of Silas,
Peter composed his first letter and it explodes with resurrection joy and power.

This sermon series is called “Resurrection Realities.” Following the second readings for Series A
during Easter, these sermons discuss how the reality of Christ’s resurrection transforms our lives. The texts
and themes are as follows:

“‘Resurrection Realities on Suffering” (1 Peter 1:1-9) April 12, 2026
“‘Resurrection Realities on Lifestyle” (1 Peter 1:17-25) April 19, 2026
“‘Resurrection Realities on Relationships” (1 Peter 2:19-25) April 26, 2026
“‘Resurrection Realities on Identity” (1 Peter 2:2—-10) May 3, 2026
“Resurrection Realities on Evangelism” (1 Peter 3:13—-22) May 10, 2026
“Resurrection Realities on Satan” (1 Peter 4:12-19; 5:6—-11) May 17, 2026




NWD LCMS Mission We Bring Christ and His Word to people.
From the District President Rev. Timothy J. Shoup

We have congregations reporting a noticeable uptick in worship attendance. Whether yours is among them
is not the point. The question is why? Why now? Young people are turning to faith and worship because
they are longing for something substantive, sturdy, and unchanging. For others the list includes unrest in
the Middle East, uncertainty and frustration over never knowing if a news source is trustworthy, American
politics, concern for children, an increasing Islamic presence across nations, and the potent reality of one’s
mortality. The latter is certainly true for me. And all the former — all the uncertainty and all the evidence of
godlessness — not to mention my own weak flesh, cause me to come into His presence with thanksgiving.

The greatest reason for us to kneel before the Lord and His Table is this: He is risen. Has the Easter
proclamation lost its punch? When the women announced the same to Peter and John, they ran to the
tomb. Have you ever heard anything so significant that it caused you to run to see if it is true? A man in the
8t century BC is considered to have been as influential to the unbelieving Greek people of his day as
Scripture is for us today. His name is Homer. Homer, the philosopher and poet, flat-out denied the
resurrection of the dead. He laughed at the thought of it. Death does not work in reverse. Decaying flesh
does not restore itself. It rots, everyone knows it, and so was the mindset of the day. The dead will not rise.
Neither will elephants fly.

The Easter hymn, If Christ Had Not Been Raised from Death (LSB 486), repeats two words three times,
once each at the halfway point of every stanza. And what are the two words? But now. But now? But now
what? I’'m glad you asked.

If Christ had not been raised from death Our faith would be in vain,
Our preaching but a waste of breath, Our sin and guilt remain.
But now the Lord is ris’n indeed; He rules in earth and heav’'n:

His Gospel meets a world of need—In Christ we are forgiv'n.

While stanza one relates Christ’s resurrection to the elimination of our biggest problem — our sin and our
guilt, stanza two recognizes other looming problems. If Christ still lay within the tomb, then life is futile,
death is the end, and we face it with fear.

If Christ still lay within the tomb Then death would be the end,
And we should face our final doom With neither guide nor friend.
But now the Savior is raised up, So when a Christian dies

We mourn, yet look to God in hope—In Christ the saints arise!

No one likes lies. We have the Easter truth. Christ is risen! Stanza three of our hymn recognizes the
importance of truth and lies, and points to our joy in the restoration, the resurrection to come when He
appears again.

If Christ had not been truly raised His Church would live a lie;

His name should nevermore be praised, His words deserve to die.
But now our great Redeemer lives; Through Him we are restored;
His Word endures, His Church revives In Christ, our risen Lord.

But now our great Redeemer lives. No lie. At stake is not only the matter itself, whether Jesus has been
raised. What is at stake are the consequences if Christ has not been raised. If Christ has not been raised,
then our faith is in vain, we are still in our sins, and death is not the end. It isn’t? We just sang in stanza two
that death is the end if Christ is not raised. That is true in keeping with the context of stanza two. If Christ is
not raised, death ends life, and there is no resurrection and no everlasting life, either. But the other side of
the coin is even more horrific. If Christ is not raised, death is not the end. If Christ is not raised, death is the
doorway to damnation. There is a lot riding on this. The disciples knew it. They ran to the tomb. Later, Paul
would meet the risen Jesus, too. He designated an entire chapter in one of his letters to write about
Christ’s resurrection, the greatest of all truths and source of this hymn’s outline.

But now the Lord is risen indeed. In Christ we are forgiven. In Him we live to love and serve one another,
and in Christ we will arise.
Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! Alleluia! Pastor Shoup



MGUﬂdy Thur'sday Find these objects hidden in the picture below: carrot, fish, fork, horzeshoe, ice cream,
magnet, neck tie, orange slice, pencil, sheriff's badge, sock, and spoon.

The Last Supper

Good Friday Fill in the blanks with a word from below.
1. denied Jesus three times just like Jesus said someone would.

2. The Jewish leaders wanted to find an excuse to Jesus, but they could not prove He had done
anything wrong.

3. The High Priest asked Jesus if He was the of God.
4. The people found Jesus of a crime against God and was sentenced to death.

5. When heard that Jesus was to die, he was sorry he had given Jesus away to the chief
priests. He went back to the temple and threw down the thirty silver coins they had given him.

6. Only the Roman Governor could give the order for an execution so Jesus was sent to Pontius

' Barabbas cross

7. The people chose , the murderer to be set free. crucify — guards
8. The people wanted the Roman Governor to Jesus. guilty  Judas  kill
9. Jesus was to be before he was put to death. nailed  Peter  Simon
10. A crown of tonJ ' head Son Pilate spear

. A crown o was put on Jesus’ head. thorns  whioped
11. Jesus had to carry a huge wooden to a place called Golgotha.
12. Jesus was tired and weak from the beatings and a man named carried the cross for Jesus.
13. The guards Jesus’ hands and feet to the cross.
14. To make sure Jesus was dead, a soldier thrust a into Jesus’ side.
15. were placed at Jesus’ tomb to make sure no one would steal the body and claim that

Jesus had come alive again.
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The Zion Dartball team
enjoyed another fabulous
and fun filled season. Seven
teams participated in the
North Star Dartball League
during the 2025-26 year and
good fellowship was had by
all. For the regular season,
Zion posted a record of 28
wins and 8 losses and
finished in second place.
They won 5 out of 6 games
during the postseason
tournament and took first.

Back Row: Clyde Sukanen Curt Harpster James Friske Paul Osmak Middle Row Pastor Rick
Front Row Sheila Sukanen Brooklynn Harpster Kim Harpster June Williams Scott Sapper



From Quiet Times to Noisy Love: Belly Laugh ...

| A S LWML
Dai]-y Devotions ®  Lutheran Women in Mission
Belly Laugh Moments In the Word:

“He will yet fill your mouth with laughter, and your lips with shouting” (Job 8:21).
Of the Word
It happened at the most inappropriate times! The two sisters would catch each other’s eye, and a fit of

uncontrolled giggles would ensue. The more their father gave them his warning look, the worse the
laughter grew. And what was the most embarrassing part? The sisters were both in their forties!

Not only are belly laughs contagious, they are quite healthy. Studies show laughter can reduce stress,
lower blood pressure, and lessen chronic pain. This shouldn’t be surprising, because God is the
creator of laughter. “He will yet fill your mouth with laughter, and your lips with shouting” (Job 8:21).
Laughter in Job? Yes! Our Lord wants us to know that, even in difficult times, His desire for us is total
joy in Him.

When we fully grasp our deliverance from sin and sorrow, the unmerited gift of salvation through faith
in Jesus Christ, what other response is there? Uncontained shouts of gratitude, delight, and laughter!
Exactly the way the God of Joy designed it.

Walking with my Lord

Lord, thank You for the gift of uncontrolled laughter as | celebrate Your grace and mercy with the
fellow redeemed. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

And He (Jesus) took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and
gave it to them, saying, “This is My body given for you; 3{' LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES
do this in remembrance of Me.” Luke 22:19 °
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

The salvation story of Jesus Christ reaches around the world. So that the readers of our Daily
Devotion may see the power of the Savior on a global scale, we have asked the volunteers of our
International Ministry Centers to write our Friday devotions. We pray that the Spirit may touch your
day through their words.

In Christ, | remain, His servant and yours,

Kenneth R. Klaus

Speaker of The Lutheran Hour

It is customary to break bread before distributing it to others. On different occasions in the New
Testament the Lord would take bread, break it, and give it to His disciples to distribute to people who
were hungry and in need. At the Last Supper Jesus also took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it
to His disciples.

We find the sense in Scripture that when God breaks an individual He transforms that person into
someone fit for greater service-someone who will serve many through God’s work in his or her life.

He broke Abraham in order to make him the father of many.

He broke Joseph and made him the provider for many.

He broke Moses to be the leader of many.

And Christ Himself was broken through His crucifixion and death in order to become the Savior of
many.

In the broken body of Christ on the cross our sins were paid for. The wrath of God was completely
satisfied, and our redemption was won — sealed when God raised Christ to new life on the third day.
God’s Son — broken on our behalf — in order that those who believe may also live lives broken and
willing to serve many out of their love for God.

THE PRAYER: Lord, break us and mold us, for we want to be like You. Amen.




AARCH (FL) NEWSIETTER

Dear parents and guardians,
Spring is here!
With thatl, we have ideas for some fun activities

for this spring and summer! Mare infarmation
S000.

Totville News: Greetings from the Infant Room

For the month of March, our themes and Bible
stories were: Family (Joseph and his brothers),
Manners (The man who said thank you), Sharing
(The boy who shared his lunch), and Senses (The
man who couldn't see).

The children have been enjoying going for wagon
ndes lately. It's difficult for the litle ones to move
around ocutside with their snow clothes on.
Hopefully, we will zoon have bare ground in our
play yard.

It's rewarding for us to watch the children grow,
leamn, and develop friendships with each other.

“Let the word of Christ dwell in vou richly.” -
Colossians 3:16

-Denize and Mikki

Toddler Titbits: This month we experimented witl
a slight change in the schedule, moving Circle tim
and Jesus time to 12 PM after lunch. This has
peen helping to reduce the amount of transitions
and create more connections with our group. We
introduced the easel and started working on a
group painting project that will be a collaborative
rainoow when finished! 51, Patrick’s Day was
celebrated by creating handprint clovers and
talking about why we feel lucky.

The kids have also been interested in the light
table, looking at animal X-Ray pictures! Spring is
getting closer, and we are excited to celebrate
Easter soon! Friendly reminder to check your take
home folders at pickup. Thank you!

-Michelle and Lael

Learner Lane: Our themes this month included D
seuss, Hainbows, 5t. Patrick's Day, and the lion
and the lami.

We read about Giddeon, Samson, Ruth and Maon
and Hannah's Prayer.

We have been taking advantage of the warmer
days that we've had so far!

We celebrated Harry's 4th birthday this month.
Happy birthday Harry!

Jurek has been coming downstairs in the moming
to play with us!

Fleaze check hooks daily as they fill up fast. We
send things home every day.

Here's to wishing for warmer days ahead!
-Hanna and Kate

COOK'S CORNER

Tater Tot Casserole

Ingredients

1 | boneless, skinless chicken breasts cubed
1 thsp clive oil garlic salt to taste

1 ¢ =our cream ¥ cmilk

1 %-2 |bs frozen tater tots

1 ¢ shredded cheddar cheese divided
Instructions

In & small bowl, mix sour cream and milk
together. Set aside.

Saute chicken in 1 thsp clive oil. Season with
garlic salt. As soon as the chicken is cooked
through, remove from heat.

Pour sour cream mixture and % cup of cheese
over chicken. Mix well.

Pour into an 8x8 baking dish.

Add a single layer of frozen tater tots over the
creamy chicken mixture. Top with remaining %
cup cheese.

Bake at 400 degrees for 20 minutes, until the

tots are golden brown and chicken mixture is
bubbling.

{/FOATES: Thank you to everyone who ordered
for owr Easter Chocolate fundraizer! Orders will be

here before Easter. | will let everyone know when |
have an exact date.

There will b2 some big changes coming in the next
couple of months. Please bear with us.

God Bless,
Tressa Groom
Director




LFOJ Monthly:

Regular paper towel and/or
Tri Fold paper towel

Toilet Paper

Fragrance Free Baby Wipes
Kleenex (facial tissue)

Hand soap (Unscented
antibacterial)

Great value brand canned
fruits in juice (not syrup)
Natural peanut butter
Parent’s choice gentle baby
formula (must be iron-fortified)

Prego alfredo sauce

All Natural Ketchup (no high
fructose)

Tomato soup

Graham crackers

Vanilla wafers

Elbow noodles

Foam Tumbling mats

Quart Double Ziplock bags
Gallon Double Ziplock bags
Thin Pretzel sticks

Robot Vacuum (self-emptying)
Plexiglass picture board (kid

“Why do we hafta straighten up
the house just because the
cleaning lady is coming?”

Beech nut baby food friendly)
Ragu spaghetti sauce

Cordless Vacuum

1. Which ﬁgure {1-&) iz not colored correctly?

2. Which number should replace the question
mark to form accurate equalions, knowing that
three numbers are shown per row (i.e. two of the
numbers form a two-digit number)?

2(1(of
(2 0f
)
521

3. To open the safes, you have to replace the
question marks with the correct figures. You can
find this figure by determining the pattern behind
the numbers shown.
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4 Each firework (&-F) containg & stars. Which
firework has not been launched, knowing that
each gives off 1, 2 or 3 stars of its comesponding
color?

t}‘ Ibf-lhl- LI *
#’-{;'Tk *

LT

3. How many points does Archer B score
knowing that the total score of Archer A is 55 and
that different points are eamed in the ten zones in
ascending value toward the center?

G. Order of operations doesn't apply, and no
fractions or negative numbers are involved.

+-x+
2010606=48
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Easter is a celebration of the resurrection
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trustin Him. (Read John 19 and 20.)
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of Jesus Christ after his death on the
© 2024 Funfinuhry com

cross, providing salvation to any who will

SACRIFICE
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APOSTLES
CALVARY
CELEBRATION
CROWN OF THORNS
CRUCIFIXION
GETHSEMANE
GOOD FRIDAY
HOLY WEEK
MESSIAH
MIRACLE
PASSOVER
PONTIUS PILATE
REDEMPTION
RESURRECTION




Zion Lutheran Church Council March 16, 2026

1. Call to Order — John Pruss, President

2. Opening Prayer — Darryl Warren, Elder

3. Roll Call - President — John Pruss Elders & Education — Darryl Warren
Trustees — Nick Jarvela Secretary — Jule Jarvela
Treasurer — Tiffany Darling Financial Secretary — Tami Thimm
LFOJ — Tami Thimm

4. Approval of minutes — 1- Darryl Warren 2- Nick Jarvela MMC

5. Pastor’s Report - Meeting with Web designer on Wednesday, March 18

6. Approval of Treasurer’s Report (as printed) — 1- Nick Jarvela 2- Darryl Warren MMC

7. Approval of agenda for this meeting — 1- Darryl Warren 2- Tami Thimm MMC

8. Board Reports

Elders — None
Trustees — Replacement of meter by Xcel, working on AED replacement. Door repair
Financial Secretary — None
Education — Confirmation going well. Sunday School and Confirmation end in May.
Rite of Confirmation in the Fall of 2026.
LFOJ — rate increase to begin May 4
9. Official Acts — None
10.0Ild Business — None
11.New Business
A. Approval for using Soup & Sandwich monies for AED Replacement — 1- Nick Jarvela 2-
Tiffany Darling MMC
B. Adjustment of Pastor’s salary
1. Increase in salary of 3% annually. Corrections of previous years will be made if necessary.
1- Nick Jarvela 2- Darryl Warren MMC

Next Church Council Meeting — May 18, 2026
Adjournment — 1- Nick Jarvela 2- Tami Thimm MMC
Lord’s Prayer Respectfully submitted — Jule Jarvela, Secretary

Answers to brain and math problems

N = You may 16
~SUMMER_  have noticed 2. Read every row as follows: (2)
/ETU(KET LIST < on the (3 + 2) " 2 _ 10
lendar that =
. Z‘; O WE DON'T NEED gg ' g; x2-20
Bucket List TO WORRY iy (7+5)x2=24
Day. If anyone would like to | ABOUTAPRIL ™ 3 1and 4. They're arranged in
share their Summer Bucket SHOWERS groups of two-digit numbers, all

ending in 7 and ascending in both
rows. Was this a hard math
problem, or did you get the answer
right?

4. Firework C. There is a total of 9
yellow stars in the fireworks, but
there are only 6 in the air. Do the
firework math (9 — 6 = 3) and you'll
find that 3 yellow stars have not been
launched yet.

5. 30 points. The outer zone is worth
1 point, then 2, 3, etc. The center is
worth 10 points. 5+ 8 + 8 + 9 = 30.
6. X+X

List, with or without your
name, please either drop it
off or email it to the office.
They will go in the May
Newsletter. They need to
be handed in by April 215t A
bucket list is a collection of
experiences, goals, or
achievements a person
hopes to accomplish in their
lifetime. But this time we're
actually having is a season
timeline. Please Participate.



https://www.rd.com/list/hard-math-problems/
https://www.rd.com/list/hard-math-problems/

SUN MON TUES
April [8 Andy] [12 Doug] [15 Darryl]
[19 JohnP] [22 JohnS] [26 Scott]

[29 Andy] May [3 Doug] [6 Darryl]

*Starting Wed. Apr. 8" a six weeks
series, the same sermon will be Wed.
and then the following Sunday.

5 6 7
Easter Sunday Offices
7:00am Closed

9:00am
2:00pm LGP

12 8 8:45am 13 14

Sunday School
9:00am Worship
Service

10:00am

. 1:00pm
Bible Study

Sewing Circle
9:30am
Confirmation
10:15am Bible
Study

19 8:45am 20 21

Sunday School
9:00am Worship
Service

10:00am
Bible Study
9:30am
Confirmation
10:15am Bible
Study
2:00pm LGP

+26
8:45am Sunday
School
9:00am Worship
Service

5:30pm
Council Mtg.

27 28

10:00am
Bible Study

1:00pm
Sewing Circle

9:30am
Confirmation
10:15am Bible
Study

WED
1

8*

10:30am Grief
Support Group

6:00pm
Worship Service

15
10:30am Grief
Support Group

1:00pm
Hospice Group
Gathering

6:00pm
Worship Service

22

10:30am Grief
Support Group

6:00pm

Worship Service

29

10:30am Grief
Support Group

6:00pm
Worship Service

THURS

2
Maundy

Thursday
6:00pm

9

9:30am LFOJ

Chapel

16

9:00am
Winkel

23

30

1:30pm
Northern
Lights

FRI SAT
3 4
Good
Friday
6:00pm
10 11
Pet Day
17 18
Exercise Day
24 25
Bucket DNA Day
List Day
ALTAR GUILD

Julie Jarvela
715-682-0385
Judy Nevela
715-682-2927




