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The Mountain Top  

Messenger 
APRIL 2022 

         ZION LUTHERAN EVANGELICAL CHURCH - LCMS, ASHLAND, WI     

I pray this month’s newsletter cover finds you well, we are slowly creeping into 

spring, temperatures are slowly warming up and I could actually see a little grass in 

the fields as I came into the office this morning. I was thinking as I drove in this 

morning about the new beginnings we see in spring and then I also thought about 

the endings that occur as well.  

It has been kind of busy time for me that last couple months.  I have been working 

with June, my brother, and my children as we transition my mother into the, what I 

might call, the winter of her life. We have transitioned her out of her apartment of 12 

years into a memory care nursing home. Indeed a very trying time for all involved. I 

thank the Lord that everything is going well, she is becoming comfortable in her new 

surroundings.  

My brother and I, as well as the rest of the family, have been cleaning out her apart-

ment. What an emotional rollercoaster that has been while we work our way through 

a lifetime of memories. I found the blanket that my brother and I were wrapped in 

when we were baptized. I found pictures of myself with the bishop from my confirma-

tion, I was originally confirmed in the Episcopal church.  I found the topper to my 

mom and dad’s wedding cake, as well as the vase in which they received 50 long 

stem red roses for their fiftieth wedding anniversary.  

As I was going through all of these memories, I was so 

thankful for the Lord and all that he has done in every-

one’s life. I could see his presence  during the good times 

and in times of sorrow, through times of prosperity and 

times of hardship. Through all the ups and downs and ins 

and outs of life,  God was always there. Sometimes as I 

was progressing through the process I felt sadness, some-

times joy, there were times when my brother and I laughed 

together and there were times we cried, what an amazing 

life the Lord had blessed us with.  

 



 

 

As I was going through this and continued working here at church, as we make our 

way through this Lenten season, I began to see some similarities. I was fortunate 

enough over the past month to partake in both a baptism and a funeral, the beginning 

of one young Christian life and culmination of another. All of these things, helping my 

mother, baptizing a baby, burying the wife of a friend, they all help strengthen my love 

of God, and help me to have an even deeper appreciation of what he accomplished 

for us by sending His Son to die on that cross at Calvary to free us from sin and eter-

nal death.  

So as we continue through this Lenten season always remember to keep your eye on 

Jesus. Because of what he accomplished 

for us in His death and resurrection we 

have an assurance regardless of the sea-

son of our life, that we will be with Him for-

ever. As we head toward Easter I wish to 

share with you the prayer Paul prayed for 

the people in the church at Ephesus and 

that I pray for you: 

14 
For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 

15 
from whom every family in 

heaven and on earth is named, 
16 

that according to the riches of his glory he may 

grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 
17 

so 

that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted 

and grounded in love, 
18 

may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is 

the breadth and length and height and depth, 
19 

and to know the love of Christ that 

surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 
20 

Now to him 

who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the 

power at work within us, 
21 

to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus through-

out all generations, forever and ever. Amen. (Ephesians 3:14-21) 

On a closing note, just a reminder we are going to be having our new member recog-

nition dinner on Sunday May 1, please watch for details and be sure to join us for the 

celebration, it has been a long time in coming. 

God Bless, Pastor Rick 
 

 

Charles Wesley 

Beyond Methodism and Anglicanism, "Christ the Lord Is Risen Today" has been adopted by 
other Christian denominations; Baptists have adopted the hymn.
[10] Likewise, Presbyterians have been singing the hymn since at least the 19th century where it 
was also included in hymnals used for missionary work in the colonies of the British Em-
pire. The hymn is also used by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints; however the 
church's hymnals only contain three verses of the hymn and have an altered text for them. 

Text 
Each verse of "Christ the Lord Is Risen Today" features a focus on the Resurrection of Jesus. 
For the final verse, Wesley uses descriptive language to describe four requirements for Chris-
tians to enjoy eternal life with God. The focusses are for Christians: to know God, to bear wit-
ness to God, to sing their faith and to love one another. 

The lyrics of "Christ the Lord Is Risen Today" draw inspiration from a number of Biblical 
texts. The overall focus of the hymn is drawn from Matthew 28:5–6 where Mary Magda-
lene and the other Mary is told by an angel of Jesus' resurrection. The wording as well as the 
"Alleluias" are drawn from the Book of Psalms with a number of Psalms being used includ-
ing Psalms 106, 111, 112, 113, 117 and 135. It also alludes to Revelation 19 where "Alleluia" 
sings out from Heaven. 

In 1989, the United Methodist Church's United Methodist Hymnal altered the second line of 
the first verse from "Sons of men and angels say" to "Earth and Heaven in chorus say". The 
change was one of many gender-neutralizing lyrical alterations the hymnal made in a professed 
effort to make the hymns more inclusive. This altered version has since been adopted by some 
other Christian denominations. 

Tune  
When "Christ, the Lord, is ris'n today" was published by Thomas Butts in his 1754 hym-
nal Harmonia Sacra, it was paired with the tune "Maccabaeus". The rousing melody was origi-
nally composed by George Frideric Handel, initially for his 1747 oratorio Joshua, and later 
added to his 1746 oratorio Judas Maccabaeus. This choice of a militaristic theme was intended 
to reinforce the metaphorical depiction of the resurrected Christ as a victorious warrior who 
has vanquished death and the powers of evil. Today, this tune is popularly associated with the 
1923 hymn "Thine Be the Glory". 

Today there are two tunes commonly used for "Christ the Lord Is Risen Today", these are 
"Easter Hymn" and "Llanfair". "Easter Hymn", the most used tune for the hymn, was original-
ly titled "The Resurrection" and published anonymously in Lyra Davidica in 1708. Despite be-
ing anonymous, over time it has been misattributed to J. W. Worgan, Henry Carey and George 
Frederick Handel. The writer James T. Lightwood said of it: "there is probably no tune in 
Christendom so universally sung on any festal day as the Easter hymn, with its rolling 
"Hallelujah", on Easter morning."  "Christ the Lord Is Risen Today" also gained popularity as 
a children's hymn by editors of children's hymnals. This was attributed to the tune being easy 
to learn despite the complex language within the text. 

"Llanfair" was written by Robert Williams in Llanfairpwllgwyngyll, Anglesey, Wales and the 
tune was named after the town. This hymn tune was also harmonised by the Director of Mu-
sic of University College, Oxford, David Evans. Other hymn tunes used for "Christ the Lord Is 
Risen Today" are "Orientis Partibus", "Savannah," and "Resurrexit". One of these could poten-
tially have been the original tune when it was first performed by Wesley, but this is unknown. 

British composer John Rutter published a choral arrangement of "Christ The Lord Is Risen To-
day", using the "Easter Hymn" tune, in 2016. 
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"Christ the Lord Is Risen Today" is a Christian hymn associated 
with Easter. Most of the stanzas were written by Charles Wesley, and the 
hymn appeared under the title "Hymn for Easter Day" in Hymns and Sacred 
Poems by Charles and John Wesley in 1739. The hymn eventually became 
well known for the "Alleluia" sung as a melisma after each line, which was 
added by an unknown author, probably to fit the commonly used hymn 
tune, "Easter Hymn". It remains a traditional processional hymn on Easter 
Sunday. 

The hymn was first sung on Easter Sunday of 1740 at The Foundery in 

London. 

Charles Wesley, the co-founder of the Methodist movement, wrote "Christ 
the Lord Is Risen Today" in 1739 where it was initially titled "Hymn for 
Easter Day". He based it on an older anonymous Bohemian hymn titled 
"Jesus Christ Is Risen Today".] The new hymn was first performed at the first service at The Found-
ery Meeting House after Wesley had adapted it into the first Methodist chapel. Following this, Wesley 
published it in the Hymns and Sacred Poems hymnal of 1739, initially with eleven verses of four lines 
each. The hymn was subsequently published in the hymnal A Collection of Hymns for the Use of the 
People called Methodists, and in 1754, it appeared in Harmonia Sacra, a hymnal compiled by Thomas 
Butts.[6][7] 

The hymn was later edited by Martin Madan for inclusion in his Psalms and Hymns hymnal (1769) by 
removing the seventh, eighth and ninth verses. The hymn eventually became popular in the Church of 
England from around 1780. Charles Welsey's brother, John Wesley excluded it from the Wesleyan 
Methodist Church's Wesleyan Hymn Book  which John did to preclude the inclusion of any specific 
seasonal hymns. It was not until 1831, when the Supplement to the Collection was published by an un-
known Methodist, that "Christ the Lord is Risen Today" made it into the hymnals of the Methodist 
Church regularly. Prior to this hymn being published, church music had maintained a similar style of 
dynamics to music and chants from the Biblical period. "Christ the Lord Is Risen Today" was written 
as a more uplifting style of worship expressing personal feelings to God that eventually became the 
bedrock of Christian music into the modern era. 

The composition of "Christ the Lord Is Risen Today" originally consisted of eleven verses of four 
lines, which were later reduced to six, and early in the 19th century "Alleluia" was added to the end of 
each line. This results in "Alleluia" appearing twenty-four times in the hymn. It is not known why this 
was done, but it is speculated by hymn analysts that it was to ensure that the hymn fit the "Easter 
Hymn" tune. The hymn led to a more popular awareness of Alleluia being used for Easter to celebrate 
the Resurrection of Jesus.           

The Methodist historian Bernard Lord Manning said about it: 

But in the evening at the chapel, though I was uncertain about the prayers, there was no gamble about 
the hymns. I knew we should have Charles Wesley's Easter hymn, "Christ the Lord Is Risen Today," 
with its 24 "Alleluias": and we did have it. Among any Dissenters worth the name that hymn is as cer-
tain to come on Easter Day as the Easter Collect in the Established Church (the Church of England). 
And mark this further—those 24 "Alleluias" are not there for nothing: the special use of "Alleluia" at 
Easter comes down to us from the most venerable liturgies. Our hymns are our liturgy, an excellent lit-
urgy. Let us study it, respect it, use it, develop it, and boast of it. 

"Christ the Lord Is Risen Today" has been considered by many Christian hymnologists such 
as William Studwell, as being the most definitive church anthem for Easter. It is an example 
where Roman Catholics and Anglicans cease using the word "Alleluia" during the period of Lent but 
restore it into their services on Easter Sunday.                                                                      (continued) 
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Help for Ukraine: How the Human Spirit Shines Dur-
ing the Darkest of Times 
These inspiring stories show moments of solidarity in the midst of 
conflict. by Daisy Urgiles Mar 14, 2022 
As the Russian invasion of Ukraine continues, it can be difficult to 
find a sense of hope amongst such heartbreak. More than 2.5 mil-
lion Ukrainians have fled their country, most of whom are women 
and children who have been forced to leave behind husbands and 
fathers who were banned from leaving—males aged 18 to 60 have 
been ordered to remain. In the midst of uncertainty and loss, there 
have been moments of hope and resilience in Ukraine and around 

the world, as strangers come together to help those in need. These stories are putting the generosity of 
the human spirit in full display.  
Strollers at the Station 
Photojournalist Francesco Malavolta was at a train station in Poland, hoping to document the arrival of 
refugees in the station when he noticed something. Empty strollers, some of which contained blankets 
and clothes, were lined up on a platform at the Przemyśl station, which sits at the border crossing be-
tween Ukraine and Przemyśl, Poland. The strollers were left behind by Polish parents for Ukrainian 
mothers fleeing with babies. "I thought of them both, about the solidarity of those who brought the 
strollers and the dramatic stories of mothers fleeing the war," Malavolta told TODAY. He snapped a pho-
to and uploaded it to social media. It wasn’t long before the powerful image went viral. "There is a strong 
feeling of solidarity," he said. "There should always be and for everyone, regardless of the starting points 
of the most fragile." 
Sheltering with Strangers 
Thousands of German residents have offered housing, food, clothes and other necessities to Ukrainians 
who have fled their home country after the Russian military attacks began. With posters in hand, indicat-
ing the type of support they can provide, Germans stand at Berlin’s central railway station, waiting to 
greet Ukrainians. 
April, a Ukraine native who has been living in Germany for a year, is one of the many volunteers offering 
emotional and material support. "The least I can do is help people who were able to escape," she 
told NPR. "It's very important for me that my fellow Ukrainians feel welcome here, especially the chil-
dren." Other volunteers are offering transportation, providing emergency accommodation, gifting mobile 
SIM cards and matching refugees with people who are offering rooms in their homes—a powerful exam-
ple of the kindness of strangers.  
A Web of Help 
In 2019, Mercer Island High School student Avi Schiffmann developed ncov2019.live, one of the first and 
largest websites used to track the spread of the coronavirus around the world. This year, on February 
27, Schiffman, now a Harvard student, had another idea. He decided to build another site that would 
help Ukrainian refugees find hosts in neighboring countries throughout Europe and all over the world. 
With the help of his classmate, Marco Burstein, an 18-year-old computer coder, Schiffman 
launched Ukraine Take Shelter, an independent platform in 12 languages that allows Ukrainians to find 
hosts offering spare rooms, childcare support, disability support and legal assistance. 
“It’s really cool to develop something like that all the way from home and actually have it help people 
across the entire world, in a country I didn’t really ever think about a few months ago,” Schiffman 
told KIRO Newsradio. The website currently has over 4,000 listings in countries like Germany, Poland, 
Iceland and Australia. Within the first week of its launch, dozens of refugees were able to find shelter. 
Burstein, who feels grateful to have his family around and to live in a safe environment, told The Wash-
ington Post, “We felt it was our turn to give back.” 
A Noble Lesson  
When war broke out in Ukraine and residents began to flee the country, Oleksiya Kayokhtin, a history 
teacher in the southeastern city of Mariupol, decided to stay. The 33-year-old teacher who has taught in 
Ukraine for the last decade, refused to leave helpless children behind. "I stay in town no matter what,” 
Kayokhtin told ABC News. “I said I won't leave my children even if I'm killed." He helped evacuate an en-
tire orphanage to Zaporizhia shortly after Putin declared war on Ukraine and took children, seniors and 
disabled people to a bomb shelter. He provides food and warm clothes for everyone in the bunker, which 
is currently sheltering 400 kids. 
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Etiquette for Leaving Coins on a Grave 
Found a coin on a grave? Cool – let it be. 
It goes without saying, but if you see a coin (or 
any other object or artifact) sitting atop a grave-
stone, it’s best to leave it there; it’s not an acci-
dent. Acknowledge it for what it is: a symbol of 
respect and a token of remembrance for a life 
that once was. 
Want to leave a coin on a grave? By all means, 
do so! 
And if you want to leave a coin out of respect at 
the grave of someone, by all means, do so. We 
have this ritual and tradition for a reason; it al-
lows us to commemorate a life once lived, while also providing our 
hearts and minds with the rectitude that comes with paying re-
spects to someone we once loved or admired. 
The End.   

A Prayer for Easter Sunday 

Young Ernie and his family were invited to 
have Easter Sunday lunch at his grand-
mother's house in Monkey's Eyebrow, Ari-
zona. USA.  
 
Everyone was seated around the table as 
the food was being served. When Ernie re-
ceived his plate he started eating straight 
away. 
 
'Ernie, wait until we say grace,' demanded 
his father. 
 
'I don't have to,' the five year old replied. 

 
'Of course you do, Ernest,' his mother insisted rather forcefully.  
'We always say a prayer before eating at our house.' 
 
'That's at our house,' Ernie explained, 'but this is Grandma's house, 
and she knows how to cook.' 



 

 

Makeshift tents are cropping up throughout 
Ukraine to feed and supply those in need. 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri 

Synod (LCMS) Office of Interna-

tional Mission (OIM) continues to 

work with the Rev. Serge Mas-

chewski, bishop of the Evangeli-

cal Lutheran Church of Ukraine 

(ELCU), to offer assistance in the 

wake of Russia’s invasion of 

Ukraine. Currently, pastors of the 

ELCU are visiting their members 

and trying to aid anyone in trou-

ble. Financial assistance from the LCMS has been used to buy helmets and body armor for pastors 

as they continue to minister to their people. 

In addition to helping provide protection for those delivering the life-giving Word and Sacraments, 

assistance has been distributed to ELCU congregation members and other refugees fleeing to the 

West. Additional aid has assisted those remaining in Ukraine, including providing funds for: 

• Food, accommodations, documents and clothes for Eastern Ukrainian refugees who have arrived in Lviv 
and Vinnytsia; 

• A hospital in Lutskfor that cares for refugees and military personnel; 

• Congregations of the ELCU, including their members; and 

• Food banks and medicine for the community. 

In a recent email update, the Rev. James A. Krikava, associate executive director of Eurasia and Asia 

Operations for the OIM, reported that the Lutheran congregation in Dnipro is still functioning. In fact, 

the members are working to distribute food and clothing. They are also providing housing to incom-

ing refugees. 

“It is really amazing to see the hearts of many moved to help in such abundance,” said Krikava. 

As you continue to pray for Ukraine, please also pray for those who are receiving refugees, especial-

ly the Synod’s church partners and missionaries. We join together with the whole church in praying 

for peace, for protection, and that all might be saved and come to a knowledge of the truth in Jesus 

Christ. 

To learn more, support the work in Ukraine and 
help those affected by this war, visit lcms.org/
ukraine. 

Posted March 8, 2022   
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WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY  
1st and 3rd Thursdays    6:30pm 
April 7th the group will be starting 
a new book.   Anxious for Nothing 
- Finding Calm in a Chaotic World 
- by Max Lucado 

Sunday,  May 1st   
    New Member 
         Recognition  
Details posting soon.  It’s 
going to be great! 



 

 
 

What Price a Sermon? 
One Easter Sunday the Reverend Jones announced to his congregation, 
'My good people, I have here in my hands three sermons...... A $100 
sermon that lasts five minutes A $50 sermon that lasts fifteen minutes 
And a $20 sermon that lasts a full hour. 
 
Now, we'll take the collection and see which one I'll deliver.' 

 

 

A Vicar and His Son 

Andrew was watching his father, a Vicar, write a sermon for the Easter service. 
'How do you know what to say?' Andrew asked. 
'Why, God tells me', the father replied. 
'Oh, then why do you keep crossing things out?' 

2022  GRADUATES 
The office needs names of those who are graduating this year 
from High School, College or Tech School.  Please include, 
names, parents’ names, what you will be doing after graduation 
(going to a college with what goal in mind, found a job, waiting 
for the right job, etc.)  You can e-mail 
(secretary@zionlutheranashland.com), call the office or leave a 
message by April 26th. I will include them in the May and/or 
June Newsletters.   



 

 

 

 

 

Zion Lutheran Church Council Meeting 
March 21, 2022 

 
 Call to Order 
Opening prayer – Pastor Williams 
Roll Call – John Pruss, President  Darryl Warren, Elders 
                  Nick Jarvela, Trustees  Jule Jarvela, Secretary 
                  Lisa Guski, Treasurer, Education. LFOJ 
                  Lori Anderson, Evangelism  Pastor Williams 
Approval of minutes -1- Lisa Guski   2-Nick Jarvela   MMC  No February meeting 
Pastor’s Report – Good conference in Arizona, District Conference will be held  

      June 2022 in Wausau for 3 days, Pastor on vacation May 28 & 29 
      Pastor Holoubek to fill in 

 Approval of Treasurer’s Report – 1- Nick Jarvela  2- Lori Anderson   MMC 
Approval of Agenda – 1- Lori Anderson  2- Lisa Guski  MMC 
Board Reports 

Elders – None 
Trustees – None 
Education – None 
LFOJ – Hired two new teachers, discussing 4yr. old Preschool in Fall 
Evangelism – New member celebration will be held May 1

st
, New directory is 

                       being planned for Fall 2022 
 Approval of reports 1- Lisa Guski   2- Darryl Warren  MMC 

 Official Acts -  Baptism – Wesley Neibauer 
                           Death – Jane Gordon 
 New Business 
1 – National Youth Conference will be held in Houston, TX in July.  Tiffany Houle 

will 
      be attending as Young Adult Counselor.  Voted to support her financially using 
      budgeted youth funds, free will offering 

      Next meeting  - April 18, 2022 at 5:30 PM 
      Motion to adjourn – 1- Lisa Guski   2- Nick Jarvela   MMC 
      Closed with the Lord’s Prayer 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jule Jarvela, Secretary 

Notice: 
March 23, 2022 
At this time, Zion Lutheran Church will not be providing a luncheon and/or as-
sisting after a funeral service.  We suggest contacting a caterer if the family 
wishes a meal.  The facilities will be available for serving of the meal.  If the 
facilities are used, a donation of $50 for the janitor would be appreciated.  If 
there is anyone who would want to take over the planning and implementing 
of the luncheons, please contact the office.  



 

 

IV  The makings of a beautiful family 

Between 5 A.M. and 7 A.M. the pigs wake up Ryan by knocking over something in the living 
room, signaling that they are ready to go outside and start the day. Ryan spends his days tend-
ing to the animals at the sanctuary, while Mallory works her own full-time job remotely. 

Jenna always wants to be included in everything Ryan does, whether that’s working in the yard 
or eating in the kitchen. When Jenna was a baby, Ryan would sometimes bring her into the 
house for a carrot treat, but now that Jenna doesn’t fit in the house, she gets her treats through 
the kitchen window, now playfully known as the “Carrot Drive-Thru.” Since her horns have 
grown and they don’t easily fit through the windows anymore, the window panel has to be re-
moved for Jenna’s head to fit through. And when Jenna is done snacking, she likes to “help” 
Ryan put the window back in place. 

“She’s part of the family, wanting to stick her head in windows and be involved in everything,” 
says Mallory. 

Before the pandemic, Ryan would take Jenna for walks into town with her pink harness. People 
would do a double-take, but they learned very quickly that Jenna loves to meet new people. 
Ryan likes to tell them about her origins and how she was lucky enough to escape the dairy in-
dustry. He even gets to show off a new trick Jenna learned—shaking for alfalfa treats. 

“A lot of people will drive past cows in a cow pasture and think that they are just giant animals 
that eat grass all day,” explains Ryan. “Jenna has all the qualities that we associate with dogs 
and especially that strong desire to be loved. She will let me hug her or she puts her head 
against my leg, and I’ll wrap my arms around her, which we will do for 20 minutes. The look on 
her face is utter contentment. The difference between a cow and a dog is just the size.” 

Cows have a natural lifespan of around 20 or more years, but those in the animal agricultural 
system live between one day to around four or five years. They typically don’t receive the re-
spect, compassion, and kindness as companion animals, even though they have similar cogni-
tive abilities. 

“When our former cow Winnie passed away 
unexpectedly due to some underlying health 
issues, Jenna was inconsolable,” explains Mal-
lory. “She’s a very needy cow anyway, but she 
would moo by the window constantly and was 
so upset about losing her friend. We rescued 
our other cow Maisie soon after, and she and 
Jenna became best friends. They are very at-
tached to their family and friends. People think 
that these are just large, dumb animals that 
only serve as food for us, but that is not the 
case.” 

“So much of my life has changed due to Jenna 
coming into my life, but I wouldn’t have it any 
other way,” says Ryan. “She is truly my best 
friend and we couldn’t imagine life without 
each other. My goal is to give her the best hap-
pily-ever-after possible.”   The End. 

 

 


