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Ad-vent   noun 1.) The arrival of a notable person, thing, or event. 2.) The first season of the Chris-
tian church year, leading up to Christmas and including the four preceding Sundays. 3.) The coming 
or second coming of Christ. 
 

As I looked at the definitions for Advent I found them quite interesting. Of the three definitions listed 
they only acknowledged that the third one was a statement of Christian theology. So I guess that 
means the first two are just acceptable truths and not subject to Christian theology. I found that inter-
esting as well. Now it is possible to have advents without a Christian understanding. At least for the 
first definition, the other two not quite so much.  We all have our own personal advents. Advent of 
your wedding, or your childôs graduation from school. Or in my case the advent of my becoming your 
pastor.  But all of those first definitions of advent, at least in my opinion, are lower case advents.  We 
are getting ready to celebrate the upper case Advent.  The arrival of a notable person, that person 
being Jesus Christ, the son of the living God. Without His arrival there is no Season of Advent, and 
there cannot be a second coming if He didnôt come the first time. So as we prepare to celebrate Ad-
vent, with a capital ñAò let us remember as the often heard saying goes, ñJesus is the Reason for the 
Seasonò.  Let us open our hearts and our minds as we prepare to celebrate the most notable arrival 
of that most notable person, Jesus.  And because of His arrival, we can also remember in our hearts 
and prepare for His second coming as well. 
 

As I had mentioned in our sermon series on stewardship, throughout this year I am going to do my 
best to keep our role as stewards of Godôs good gifts at the forefront of our daily lives as Christians. 
Along with that I am going to remind you of a few events that are either going on now or coming 
soon. First is the million thanks program. Please take a few moments from your day to write a thank 
you to those how help keep our country safe, past and present.  This program ends on November 
29

th
. Next is the project which is the Ashland Fire Department toy drive, we are a drop off point for 

that drive so please bring a new unwrapped toy in for those who are less fortunate.  All toys need to 
be dropped off by December 13

th
.  We have the Holly Leaf Project through Ashland Health and Re-

hab.  And then a reminder of the Fiesta dinner. This dinner will be taking place the first Wednesday 
night of Advent, December 3

rd
 from 5:00 to 6:15 and a special invitation has gone out to students at 

Northland College to join us for dinner. If you would like to help out there is a signup sheet in the hall 
or contact Lori from the Evangelism committee, otherwise please join us for dinner and then worship 
afterward. 
 

In closing this monthôs newsletter, I would like to take a moment again to thank everyone for all of 
their prayers, help, and support, as my ordination draws near.  Please plan on attending the service 
at 2:00 pm on Sunday December 13

th
, and also please come to the dinner afterward as well. The 

service will be conducted by Pastor Hyvonen and the actual installation and ordination by President 
Lueck of the district office. 
 

ñBecause, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved.ò (Romans 10:9) 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine upon you and gracious unto you, 
the Lord give you peace. Amen 
Your brother in Christ, 
Vicar Rick 

Zion Lutheran Church 
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LFOJ 
REMODEL 

 
Everyone at LFOJ 

would like to thank all 
who helped with the 
remodeling with time 
and donations.  It has 
brought about a won-
derful new feeling to 

the center.  
 

Please join us for the 
childrenôs Christmas 
program, ñPeace On 
Earthò,  on Tuesday, 
December 22nd at 

6:30pm in the Church 
Sanctuary. Refresh-
ments will be served 

afterwards.   
 

Godôs blessings to 
you all.  We hope 
your holidays are 

filled with love and 
joy as we celebrate 
our Lordôs birth.   

 
Thanks, LFOJ Staff 


